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In announcing the death, at his home in Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., Friday night, May 11, of 
Tayler Lewis, we feel that we 
which brings a sense of personal 


on Professor 


convey 4 


message 


loss to every reader 


of The Sunday School Times who has been instructed 
and charmed by his “Critical Notes,” in these 
columns, week by week, since the opening of the 
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current year. The record of his abundant 
labors and of extended usefulness has already been 
laid before our readers in a sketch by Professor 
Welch. We hope to speak again, next week, 

some length, of the good man and 
It is sufficient 
recent on the 


bodily weakness and pain and that he had 


a 


. . C ~ 1 1. 
f his great work. 


no 
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w to 


notes 


tated in 





hardly closed his comments on t ast less th 
six months’ term which he had undertaken to cover 
before he fell asleep in Jesus. Bless« thed 
which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, and 
their works do follow them.” 

Madrid correspondents send sickening on ails of a 


brutal scene in the Spanish capital, when “a noted 


PHILADELPHIA, MAY 19, 


matadore in the bull- ting was fatally gored um a 


| mad bull in the e@of King Alfonso and his 
court and a brilffiiMiscemblage of rs. As 


the King of Spain delights in and is stomed to 
bull-fights, if he comes to this country, we suppose 


that what has been felicitously called the “ courtesy 


to his royal guest. 


of conscience” will render it obligatory on the Presi- 
dent of the United States to get up a little bull-fight 
in the White House grounds, as a proper compliment 
W pete: not? 

The Methodist ministers of New York have been 
discussing church debts. One brother proposes an 
amendment to the itinerant system by which a min- 
ister who leads his church into this latter-day trap of 
Satan shall be compelled to stay by them till they 
get out. It has been a common complaint in other 


| denominations that when a church builds a new house 


its members begin to look for a new minister to 
“draw” off the debt. The New York suggestion 


| therefore would bea double-edged device—compel the 


| church to keep the minister, and compel the minister 


to stay by the church till it is out of debt. It’sa 


good idea. We second the motion. 


The fact that figs do not grow of thistles receives 


su | another incidental iHustration from the bequests of 


P wealthy citizen of New York, recentfy deceased. 


In his last will and testament, lately offered for pro- 
bate, the testator publishes to the world the fact that 
his only son is not worthy to be entrusted with the 

‘are or management of any property. The brand 
whi hi a father’s hand has fixed upon his own and 
only son may be seen of all men in this declaration : 
“T have done everything in my power to aid him in 





establishing habits of temperance and sobriety, yet I | 
am compelled to acknowledge the failure of every | 


fort made by me and others to that end. His pas- 
sion for strong drink has not hitherto been controlled 
by him.’ A curious commentary upon the father’s 
statement, “I have done everything in my power to 
aid him ir in establishing habits of temperance and so- 


| months are the favo 


briety,” is found in another provision of his will, 
wherein he gives to his wife “ the use, during her life, 
the household furniture, books, bronzes, works of | 


wines and lie uors, 
If, 
"y 


family residence” 


nily residence.” during all these years, 
contents of the 
wines and liquors in sufficient quantity to make the 
disposal of their “ use’ to the mother instead of to 
the son a matter of consequence in the final bestowal 
of Mies ffects, perhaps the mention of an unfortunate 
trong drink” in the family might have 
to a sorrowing father. 


" seen % for s 


1 


been spare 
Many persons speak of the new war in awe asa 
- but 
way of looking at any such struggle. 


between Christianity and its enemies; 


. , . 
ee nate lam % 
Sa mistaxcen Vv 


Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, and his servants 
do not fight for it with worldly weapons. Christians 
are often in the warfares of earth; but Christianity 


us such is never in a war of this sort, either for the 


supremacy or for its own existence. The war between 





Russia and Turkey is a war between two earthly 
powers for earthly advantages. Christianity may be 
the gainer by the issue, whatever is the issue, for 
God causeth the wrath of man to praise him, and the 
remainder of wrath he restrains; but Christianity | 


tions. 
and other contents of the | have announced in these « 
ce ' ° » . 7 

7 the | ventions of Sunday-school workers, 
had not included 
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did not begin this war, neither does it recognize it as 
itsown. There is a contest waging between Chris- 
tianity and its enemies ; and it behooves every follower 
of Jesus to be a soldier of Christ, and to endure hard- 
ness as a good soldier; but the weapons of this war- 
fare are not carnal, although mighty in their way for 
the pulling down of strongholds. We have none of 
us need to look to the borders of Europe for the con- 
test for the supremacy of the kingdom of Christ. The 
fight is immediately in our front, and we ought to be 
up for a part in it. “We wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take 
unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and, having done 
all, to stand.” 





THE CONVENTION IDEA. 


This is the convention period in Sunday-school 
work. It is, we believe, nearly fifty years since the 
first gathering of Sunday-school teachers, under the 
name of a “convention,” was called in Northern New 
York, for purposes of consultation as to Sunday-school 
plans and methods. From that beginning the con- 
vention idea expanded itself, until the national con- 
ventions of 1832 and 1833 were its first rest of prog- 
ress. Then there was an interval of nearly a quarter 
century, after which there was inaugurated the state 
convention movement, which has known no intermis- 
sion until the present time. 

There are various phases of the convention idea. 
These include the mass meeting, for purposes of dis- 
cussion ; the gathering of delegates from particular 
schools, or from territorial 
limitations, for deliberation and mutual counsel ; the 
teachers’ institute; 


from local associations, 
the camp-meeting “ assembly ;”’ 
and every other general meeting 
of friends of the Sunday-school work, to consider the 
needs and possibilities 
——. of the S 

While 


in every mo 


iba ~ean-?’ 
the “congress; 


and to promote the welfare and 
anday-school work. 

here are conventions of one sort or another 
nth of the year, the spring and summer 
rite season for the larger conven- 
Within the last few weeks, for example, we 
olumns eighteen state con- 
and nine assem- 
blies, and parliaments, and congresses, and encamp- 
ments, and associations, and other gatherings of the 
camp-meeting order. And this list includes only the 
undenominational conventions. Besides these, there 


are various similar convocations in the interest of 
the Sunday-school work of particular denomina- 
tions. 

That great good has come out of the convention 
idea cannot fairly | stioned. The gatherings 
which it has brought about have done much to arouse 
an interest in the cause they represent, and to dissemi- 
nat telliger r ning its wants and the best 
way meeting In its ] dhotng,. ments the 
convention plan has become a training agency, and 
on both a large scale and a instal one it has helped 
to educate teachers to a higher standard and to more 
efficient service in the Sunday-school. Neither has 
the convention idea yet run itself out. has still 
a mission for the present and for the future. If any 
Sunday-school worker is inclined to sneer at the 


whole convention idea, he is, probably, a man who 
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peculiarly needs to be under the influence and to 
avail himself of the instructions of a modern Sunday- 
school convention, or institute, or assembly. 

But there is such a thing as overdoing convention 
work, and such another thing as over attempting and 
not doing it. Unless a state convention isa great deal 
better planned and worked now than five years ago, 
it is a comparative failure. There have been some 
wretched failures under the name of state conventions 
within the past three years. There will probably be 
some others of that sort this season. Such a failure 
is an injury to the Sunday-school cause and a hin- 
drance to the development of the convention idea. 
Men who are on the list of managers of a state con- 
vention, or of a larger one, ought to recognize their 
responsibility in this line, and feel that if their con- 
vention is not a success, they have helped to harm the 
cause they were set to represent. 

It is a difficult thing to secure a good state conven- 
tion. It requires a strong force of workers, and hard 
and wisely planned work. In fact, it may well be 
questioned if such a convention can be held every 
year in every state. There are states which have 
given up the attempt to have a yearly convention of 
this sort. Connecticut, for instance, holds its state 
convention once in two years, and in the interval 
gives its strength to county and district conventions. 
By this plan more thorongh work is done throughout 
the state, and the biennial conventions are far bet- 
ter than annual ones could be. The best workers in 
any state can hardly be at their township and county 
and district and state conventions every year, and 
also at the occasional great assembly or national con- 
vention. Yet the best workers are needed at state 
conventions, and their absence, or their presence 
without fair preparation on their part, has aided to 
make more than one such convention a failure. 

The convention idea has in it the elements of great 
power. It should be so worked as to do the greatest 
good to all concerned. There is need of closer atten- 
tion to the plans and methods of its working. 


MATTHEW ARNOLD ON HYMNS. 


Matthew Arnold, formerly Professor of Poetry in 
the University of Oxford, is perhaps the leading 
advocate of culture, as against that coarseness and 
obtuseness in the British mind which he denominates 
Philistinism, and that absorption in religious ideas 
which he calls Hebraism. Certainly he is a man of 
fine literary taste, and unites with a poetic sensibility 
special familiarity with the finest models of com- 
position in ancient and in modern times. When he 
discourses on art or literature, one listens to him 
with pleasure and profit. But his appearance, of 
late, on the field of theologic discussion and biblical 
‘riticism has not been to his credit as a thinker 
with either of the contending parties. He attributes 
too much to Christ and the Bible to please the 
skeptics, and he denies to them too much to satisfy 
the Christian public. In each respect he goes too far 
to be logically self-consistent. If Christ as a teacher 
was what he admits him to be, and if the Bible has 
such marked pre-eminence over all other books in 
moral power as he asserts, then vastly more follows 
in favor of the current theology than he is willing to 
allow. It is therefore well that, having made his 


abortive effort tc bring the Christian and the skeptic | 


into harmony, he should now announce, in his latest 
volume, the close of his “attempts to deal directly 





with questions concerning religion and the church,” | 


“Tf the ligt 
that darkn 
occur to our gehts. 
But Profe 
late field of ¢ 
arrow against 
He seems to ha 


Arnold cannot take leave of his 
et without letting fly a Parthian 
gelical sentiments and methods. 

special dislike of the hymns of 
the evangelical ol, and often throws out a con- 
temptuous critici.. “SThus in his “ Literature and 
Dogma,” he deck ‘gy? 
disserved by men t 


“Sing glory, glory, 


great God triune!” 


that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
are the words that will naturally | 


| saints. 


| 


| 


Jod “is displeased and| soul? Has emotion—of which religion is necessarily | 
» ch doggerel hymns as, | full—any more natural channel? Why should a 
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and ‘Out of my stony griefs, Bethel I'll raise ;" and 
“My Jesus to know, and feel his blood flow, 'tis life 
everlasting, ‘tis heaven below!’’ The lapse of a few 
years has not comforted him in this respect. In his 
‘‘ Last Essays on Church and Religion,” he returns to 
the attack on this wise: ‘‘ Hymns, such as we know 
them, are a sort of composition which I do not at all 
admire. I freely say so now, as I have often said it 
I regret their prevalence and popularity 
among us. Taking man in his totality and in the long 
run, bad music and bad poetry, to whatever good and 
useful purposes a man may often manage to turn 
them, are in themselves mischievous and deteriorat- 
ing to him. Somewhere and somehow, and at some 
time or other, he has to pay a penalty and to suffer 
a loss for taking delight in them. It is bad for 
people to hear such words and such a tune as the 
words or tune of ‘O happy place! when shall I be 
my God, with thee, to see thy face?’—worse fo 
them to take pleasure in it. And the time will come, 
I hope, when we shall feel the unsatisfactoriness of 
our present hymns, and they will disappear from our 
religious services.” 


before. 


As Professor Arnold is free spoken in his criticisms, 
he will not object to frankness on the part of those 
who may dissent from his views. We should join 
him in a disrelish for many of the weak, sickish. 
sentimental hymns which find favor with the uneul- 
tured multitude, and which derogate from the dignity 
and reverence of public worship. But one who is 
familiar with the positions and arguments of Matthew 
Arnold on the subject of religion, in these sam« 
volumes, cannot avoid the suspicion that the offense 
of the hymns is against his opinions quite as much a» 
against his taste; which latter apparently revolt- 
at the irregular meters, with their hop-skip-and- 
jump rhythm. He dislikes a hymn to the Trinity ; 
or one to Christ as a divine and atoning Saviour: 
or one which speaks of heaven as a place where 
the saint may hope to see God. But he can hardly 
expect that we shall sing his sentiments rathe 
than our own. Indeed, it would puzzle the best o! 
poets to compose a hymn in honor of “The Not- 
Ourselves which makes for righteousness,” which is 
his substitute for the conception of a personal God 
Poetry is not inspired by such vagueness. And then 
it is somewhat inconsistent with Professor Arnold's 
praise of the biblical writers and of Jesus himsel 
that he should allow his almost pantheistic ideas to | 
lead him to criticise the expressions which represen 
the saint as longing for a higher condition of being 
in which to behold God. He praises and often quotes 
from the book of Psalms; but there we read, “ A- 
for, me I will behold thy face in righteousness: ] 
shall be satisfied, when I awake with thy likeness.” 
Similarly, Jesus put into the Beatitudes these words. | 
“Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see 
God.” And in the beautifully poetic description, in 
the Apocalypse, of the New Jerusalem, we find it 
said of its inhabitants, ‘ And they shall see his face.’ 
The so-called “ hallelujah meter”’ may not be of th 
loftiest dignity, but the sacred poet was surely war- 
ranted by Scripture in saying 





O happy place! 
When shall I be | 
My God, with thee, 

To see thy face?” 


But the Christian church will hardly lay aside 
hymns on the Trinity, or the Atonement, to satisfy 
Matthew Arnold's theological dissent from the faith 
of Christendom. 


Our hymns serve a double purpose. They are | 
helps to worship, and they instruct and comfort the | 
Paul bids us so use them, “ Teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and | 
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord.” This exercise makes “ the truth’’ as the 
truth is in Jesus, increasingly precious to us; for do 
not poetry and song pass into the very depths of the | 


hymns'’? They are not all unworthy specimens of 
poetry. He will hardly strike Watts and Wesley 
and Cowper from the list of English poets, however 
he may detest their evangelical sentiments. And 
does he not put the case too strongly, even as against 
the poorer class of hymns? For even these answer 
an educatory purpose with the lower classes, though 
we should weed them carefully from our standard 
works for church use. They take the ignorant and 
uncultured, at the first stage of their religious experi- 
ence, and begin the training of their affections and 
imaginations, lifting them to a higher plane of 
thought and feeling than that of their irreligious 
lives. Beginning with an artistically rude class of 
hymns and tunes, such persons are gradually educated 
to relish those of a more elevated and chaste char- 
acter; just as boys, and even men, often begin with 
an interest in rude engravings and paintings, and 
move steadily upward, as they widen their observa- 
tion and develop their tastes. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_<—_— 


There is, we think, but little danger that the clamor 
ibout the undue reliance on helps in Bible study will drive 
teachers from the wise use of notes and commentaries. 
Chose who complain most of the tendency of the age away 
‘rom the Bible are commonly those who now study the 
Bible less than they did in former years, and less than do 
the teachers whom they criticise. The multiplication of 
helps to Bible study practically increases the study of the 
simple text of the Bible. Words of caution and counsel 
‘oncerning the best methods of employing aids in Bible 
study are always in order; but there is neither force nor 
‘fitness in sweeping denunciations of these aids. Here is 
what a Philadelphia correspondent, “ E. F. D.,” has to say 
on the subject: 

There has been se much said in regard to the abuse of lesson 
helps that a current will soon begin to set the other way, and this 
traw is cast among others, not to turn the tide, but to show when 
t begins to move. Teachers have been so continually warned 
igainst using these helps as “crutches” or depending upon them in 
lace of personal study, that they arc almost afraid to be seen lool 
ing into a commentary or to acknowledge any dependence or reli- 
ince upon one. Now crutches are not desirable for those who can 
valk alone, we all know; but who objects to a well-fitting, well- 
nade pair of shoes? And who will not do better work or enjoy a 
ong walk more thoroughly for being well shod? While the 
lemand for good teachers is so great, and every Sunday-school 
siperintendent realizes it; and while the supply of ideas is so 
imited—and many teachers will confirm this also——why should 
we not use the helps for our work which are provided; the best 
houghts of our best thinkers? More especially as these have 
neither to be begged nor to be stolen, but are offered as freely as 
he air of heaven, and for the good of all. Thought grows-by what 
it feeds upon, but it does not reproduce itself. The operation of one 
mind is never precisely like that of another, however close may be 
yur imitation; and the study of the Bible with the aid of good com- 
nentators cannot but provoke original ideas and thoughts in con- 

uection with the lesson. 


Any mention of God’s work of creation is likely to pro- 
voke discussion, in this day of special interest in the rela- 
tions of science and religion. Mr. Burritt’s recent article 
in these columns calls out this comment from a correspon- 
lent in Kingwood, West Virginia : 

Mr. Elihu Burritt’s article in The Times of April 21,—‘‘ God's 
Tenement Houses: Their Age, Number, and Inmates,’”—holds this 
anguage: “But the belief seems to have taken fast hold of the 


| majority of the Christian world, that, up to the time of this the 
| earth's] creation, God spent the whole of antecedent eternity in 


perfect inactivity as far as his creative power was concerned. . . . 
It [this belief] implies, that up to the creation of our solar system 
he lived alone, filling the boundless solitude of the universe with 
his own self.” I have italicized some words in the above quota- 
ion in order that this question might be suggested: When was our 
solar system created? Genesis answers: “In the beginning.” 
When was the beginning? What is meant by the word beginning ? 
[he first verse of St. John’s Gospel says, ‘In the beginning was 


the Word, .. . and the Word was God.” In this quotation. the 


beginning refers to the commencement (if I may use the word) of 
God's own existence. Why doesn’t it mean the same in Genesis ? 
Is it good sense to say, In the beginning of the world God created 
the world? Yet it is often so explained. The answer of geology as 


| to the age of the world is indefinite as to time. The world existed 


eons of ages ago, geologists tell us. This answer is as indefinite 
as to the time that has elapsed since the creation, as is the word 


| eternity itself. The point of my remarks is this: Does not the 
| Bible teach, and does geology contradict, that God created our 


world in the “ beginning” of his own existence? 


Wm. M. O. Dawson. 
It would seem easy to give an explicit answer to this 


| former professor of poetry object to ‘our present | correspondent’s questions concerning the teaching of the 
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Bible on the point at issue. “In the beginning” undoubt- | 


edly has the same signification in Genesis and John. It 
refers to the beginning of the work of creation. In Genesis 
the declaration is, that God is the creator of heaven and 
earth. It therefore does seem “good sense” to say, When 
the work of creation began, it was God who was the forme, 
of all. In John’s gospel the declaration is, that the Divine 
Word was with God and of God from all eternity, that in “the 
beginning” of creation the Word already was God—not was 
then first announced as God. Jesus Christ said of his own 
existence, in his prayer, as recorded in John 17: 5, 24 
“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self 
with the glory which I had with thee before the world was ; 
.. for thou lovedst me before the fowndation of the 
world.” Clearly the Bible does not teach, neither does 
geology indicate, “ that God created our world in the begin- 
ning of his own existence.” The Psalmist sang truly of 
our God: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from 
everlasting to everlasting thou art God.” 


Hardly anything in the line of our editorial work 
brings us more encouragement than our blunders—espe- 
cially blunders in our lesson department. There are times 
when it seems to us that our best efforts are unappreciated. 
We begin to doubt if all our work is noticed. Just then 
there is a blunder in some date or name mentioned by us, 
in some illustration reprinted in our columns, or in some 


question asked in one of our series of lesson helps. Hi! | 


how they come for us! From Maine to Mexico the correc- 
tions and protests and inquiries for information pour in 
upon us by letter and postal card; and then after a little 
they begin to come from Great Britain and Norway and 
New Zealand, and before we have heard the last of that 
unfortunate mistake we are more than satisfied that what 
we put into The Sunday School Times, or into any of its 
series of accompanying helps, is watched by the sharp eyes 
of those who note what we say, and who know what we 
should say. Itis really very comforting, and our errors are 
numerous enough to keep us in good cheer most of the 
time. Here, for example, is a blunder of ours in using an 
illustration which locates Rio Janeiro at the mouth of the 
Amazon River, and makes the waters of a river cleave the 
Atlantic Ocean asunder for a hundred miles or more. The 
glaring blunder is two-fold, of geography and of hydraulics ; 
and if we are not better posted in both branches of science 
in consequence of this blunder it will not be because our 
correspondents have lacked in faithfulness and plain deal- 
ing in their comments on our error. 
Duncan, of Brooklyn, writes: 

The “coast of Rio Janeiro” is not where the Amazon finds the 


Good Captain 


ocean, but is fifteen hundred miles south of it. The river Amazon does 
not force fresh water a hundred miles into the ocean; on the contrary, 
the ocean tides flow four hundred and fifty miles up the Amazon, 
carrying with them, of course, the salt water of the ocean. The 
Mississippi often, when in a state of freshet, forces its muddy fresh 
water out into the ocean ten or fifteen miles, and as it is lighter 
than ocean salt water it floats on the top of it, and seems unwilling 
to mix. It retains its light brown color to its very edge, and shows 
a curious and beautiful contrast where it meets the blue old ocean. 
Even this water is, however, too brackish to be drank until well 
inside the mouth of the river. 


The illustration in question is an old one. The story as 
it was formerly told was of a boat-load of shipwrecked 
sailors in the wide mouth of the Parana River, or the Rio 
de la Plata, in South America. Then it was transferred to 
the river Amazon. By and by, to meet the desire for 
detail on the part of some narrator, Rio Janeiro was carried 
up the coast, and the fresh water was run out to sea. In 
this shape the illustration was sent to us by a friend, as 
bearing upon the lesson for May 6, and it was published 
without due verification by us. We hope that none of 
our readers will go up the Amazon River in search of Rio 
Janeiro, as a result of our blunder. A correspondent in 
St. Charles, Mo., is disposed to hold us sharply to account 
for such a mistake. He says: 

Is it not peculiarly inexcusable in a paper prepared, at least in 
part, for children and youth? If any of them should discover a 
misstatement in one respect, would it not have a tendency to shake 
their faith in the paper in other respects ? . 

Quite likely. But of one or two things we want to 
assure our readers. We have never said that we make no 
mistakes. We have hitherto blundered in more ways than 
one, and at more times than a few. We expect to blunder 
so long as we are fallible mortals and have to do with 
paper and types. If any of our readers, old or young, have 


supposed that they could accept without doubt or question | 


every statement appearing in our columns, it is high time 
that they learned their mistake in supposing that we make 
no mistakes. Concerning the contents of The Sunday 
School Times, as of any other uninspired production, the 


only safe rule is “ Prove all things—hold fast that which is 
good,” 


THE DAISY’S WORK. 
BY FRANK HARFORD HALL. 

A mountain daisy, at the dawn, 

With dewy incense offered praise 
To Him, who, smiling from above, 

Bestowed his sunshine’s warming rays 
At noon a trav'ler rested there, 

Foot-sore with many a weary mile 
The daisy shyly glancing up 

Gave all it had—the Father's smile 
At evening, when the stars came out 

Their vigils o’er the world to keep, 
By gentle breezes softly kissed, 

The daisy rocked itself to sleep. 


IS DEATH REGENERATION ? 
BY THE REV. WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 


Not long ago I was talking about the future with a man 
who was inclined to question the retributions of the life to 
come. To make the matter plainer, I called his attention to 
the fact that a certain kind of retribution is visited upon 
transgressors in this world. The punishments referred to 
were not the physical sufferings or the providential losses or 
misfortunes that overtake bad men here; for calamities like 
these fall upon good men also. Of these providential visita- 
tions one may say with the wise man: “All things come 
alike to all: there is one event to the righteous and to the 
wicked ; to the good and to the clean and to the unclean; 
to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrificeth not; as 
is the good, so is the sinner; and he that sweareth as he 


that feareth an oath.” Upon all these classes alike trials 


and losses fall; and no one who does not know the mind of 
God can tell what purpose they are intended to subserve 
in each case—whether the suffering of this or that man be 
the punishment of a rebel or the chastening of a son whom 
the Father will receive. 

We have no right, then, to interpret any such providen- 
tial visitation as a retributive judgment of God; and it was 
not to any such proof as this that I tried to point my friend. 

ut there are other results of sin provided for in the divine 
order, and following upon transgression as closely as the 
effect can follow its cause, which we are bound to regard as 
penalties. 

When a man tells a lie, his love of the truth is weakened: 
every lie he tells makes it easier for him to tell another, 
and by and by he comes to love a lie just as well as the 
truth, and he prevaricates and deliberately falsifies without 
any compunction. When a man harbors an unclean 
thought or does a vile act, his love of purity is weakened : 
every repetition of such reveries or such deeds confirms the 
tendency of the soul in that direction, and hastens the com- 
ing of the day when the man’s heart shall be only a cage of 
unclean passions. 

Every time that a man gives way to an impulse of 
cruelty or of anger, he loses something of the gentleness ot 
his nature; and makes such outbreaks more probable in 
the future. All sin is thus seen to propagate itself. Evil 
deeds are evil seeds that spring up before many days and 
bear fruit in the life, some thirty, some sixty, some an hun- 
dred fold. So luxuriant and tangled does this noxious har- 
vest become, so fully does it occupy the ground, that it seems 
less and less probable, year by year, that the good seed of 
truth should find a lodgement in the soil. And nothing is 
plainer than that many men whom we know do wax worse 
and worse, continually becoming more deceitful, more cor- 
rupt, more passionate, more cruel, more selfish, with every 


| day, until the end. 





Thus one certain fact connected with all moral evil is its 
power and tendency to reproduce itself. The penalty o 
sin is not only suffering, but also sin. A vitiated anc 
debilitated moral condition results from continued trans 
gression. And though the suffering endured by transgres- 
sors in this world may be wholly disproportionate to their 
deserts, yet this moral deterioration always exactly corres- 
ponds to their conduct. The moral laws which God has 
fixed go on executing themselves unerringly; and he who 
sows to the flesh reaps corruption. * 

Now, is it not fair to conclude that the same law of the 
moral nature will remain in force beyond the grave, and 
that men who have been sinking lower and lower into sin 
until the day of death will keep on sinking lower and 
lower into sin after the day of death? What is to stop 
them? Is this natural gravitation of the soul under its 
own laws to be arrested by the violent and arbitrary 
action of some outside force, by the miraculous interposi- 
tion of Deity ? 

This was the question I tried to put to my‘friend. He 
saw and freely admitted the tendency of sin to produce moral 
degradation in this life; he acknowledged that many men 
do keep growing worse as long as they live, and that some 


appear, even before they leave this world, to be dead to all 

the higher motives; but he seemed to think that all this 
| would be reversed in the next world, that there, somehow, 
| by the infinite mercy and love of God, we should all be 
| made virtuous and happy. Such a belief seems to be 
| blindly held by a great many people. It is not exactly 
Universalism, for most of the modern Universalists would 
| repudiate any such mechanical theory of moral reformation ; 
it is rather a form of sentimentalism into which men have 
| fallen through an exaggerated notion of what the love of 
God is and can do for men. Doubtless God’s love will do 
for sinners all that love can do; but love does not set aside 
the law of gravitation when a man jumps from a precipice, 
and I find no reason to believe that love will set aside those 
| laws of character by which evil men sink down into moral 
deformity and corruption. 

The theory that these laws will cease to operate beyond 
the grave seems to me a sheer assumption. [ find nothing 
in the Scripture to support it; and there are no mental or 
moral analogies that confirm it. Aj! philosophy and ex- 
perience are against it; to believe it requires a measure of 
faith to which I have not yet attained. 

The foundation of such a theory would seem to be a 
notion that death itself possesses regenerative power. That 
is a hard doctrine to understand. Why should death—the 
dissolution of the body—produce any such effect upon the 
soul? 

The only rational theory is that which teaches that the 
soul is not changed by the simple fact of death, either in its 
character or in its constitution ; that it is subject to the same 
tendencies and governed by the same laws in the next worl: 
as in this world; and that he who is a bad man, and there 
fore a miserable man, the moment before he dies, will be a 
bad man, and therefore a miserable man, the moment after 
he dies. 

But some will say: “All this may be true, but after 
death we shall repent.” What reason is there for any such 
expectation? Even admitting that there is after death an 
opportunity to repent, what ground is there for believing 
that one who has resisted the Holy Ghost all his days, who 
a thousand times has done despite unto the mercy of God 
in Christ Jesus, will there accept a gift which he has here 
spent his life in rejecting? 

“But the influences there will be more favorable to 
repentance.” How do you know? Allowing that no im- 
mediate and final separation takes place at death between 
the righteous and the wicked,—granting, for the sake of 
the argument, that all classes may freely intermingle in the 
world to come,—will not the law of association by which 
like seeks like operate there as strongly as here? Evil 
men will seek the society of evil men and shun the society 
of good men in that life as surely as in this. By the action 
and reaction of their evil influences, bad men will thus 
injure and corrupt one another in the next world as surely 
is in this. I see no way in which this can be prevented 
except by the forcible intervention of miraculous power, 
setting aside the laws of nature; and I know no reason 
why God should doin the future what he will not do in 
the present. He does not force men to be good in thi 
world, and he will not in the next. 


TEACHERS MUST BELIEVE THE BIBL&. 


BY THE REV. J. W. WILLMARTH. > 


Of course. Who doubts that? The Bible is our aext- 
pook, our manual of instruction. Is it not our avowed 
purpose to teach its truths, as the word of God unto salva- 
tion, in our Sunday-schools? Is it not, then, quite super- 
fluous to say even a word upon the topic of this article? 

I think not. I believe it is timely. There is danger o 
weakness and hesitancy in our faith; and any flaw here 
will grievously damage all our work. 

Some time ago two ministers, whem I will call Senior 
ind Junior, were discussing question. in theology, and 
Junior was defending his own views by some arguments 
perhaps not strictly biblical ; but he finished up with say- 
ing: “At any rate, I believe the Bible.’ The prompt 
answer came, “I don’t know whether you do or not.” 
The thought in the mind of Senior was, “J don’t know 
whether you are willing to receive the sin ple testimony of 


God's word, irrespective of your own ‘econceived opin- 


ions.” Junior did not acknowledgé , istice of what the 
answer implied, but he has thoug f it a great many 
times since. ? 


Such a remark, I fear, might be 
Sunday-school teachers. There 
course all profess to believe that 
spired, and is the word of God. 
profess this belief, and really to 
way, without exercising habitua’ 
lute confidence in the authority 
out bowing to their statements 


ye justly as to some 
pegrees of faith. Of 
Bible is divinely in- 
tit is quite possible to 
ertain it, in a general 
‘“a child-like and abso- 
the Scriptures, and with- 
‘octrine and fact as con- 
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clusive and final. If to any one a biblical statement is not 
the highest and best evidence possible,—in fact, the end of 
controversy,—that person may say, “I believe the Bible,” 
but the least that can be said in reply is, “I don’t know 
whether you do or not.” 

Here let us discriminate. We cannot accept every word 
of the common English version as absolute truth, because 
there are in it errors and obscurities of translation. Hence 
our Sunday-school helps often give us corrected renderings 
of the sacred text. 
is simply an attempt to improve a human work of transla- 


Sut let us always remember that this 


tion, not to improve the word of God, The object is to get 
more accurately the exact idea conveyed by the inspired 
originals in Greek and Hebrew. 

Nor must we confound faith in the Bible with faith in 
ourselves or in the interpretations of good men. Able and 
pious commentators sometimes mistake the meaning of 
passages of Scripture. Nothing is more intolerable than to 
listen to an ignorant man, who has absolute confidence in 
his own crude and inconsistent interpretations. Where 
there is room for doubt as to the meaning, it becomes fallible 
But the doubt is not as to the word 


Hap- 


mortals to be modest. 
of God, but as to whether we understand its meaning. 
pily the most important practical things are plain. 

With these discriminations in mind, let us remember the 
importance of reposing the most absolute confidence in the 
Bible ; of treating it in our thinking, reading, studying and 
teaching as the final and unquestionable authority. Never 
was this attitude more necessary than now. Skepticism, 
open or covert, is in the very air. It is rampant among 
scientists. It taints popular lectures, magazines, newspa- 
pers, novels and poetry. Besides, there is a practica/ unbe- 
lief, a caring only for physical and temporal things, which 
was never more prevalent than in this age of material 
achievements and attainments. 

To all this we must oppose robust faith. If we have any 
real doubts, our first business is to solve them. But I 
write for those who are not skeptics. They believe that 
the Bible is the word of God. Let me exhort them to think, 
speak, and act accordingly. Form the habit of appealing at 
once to the Bible for an answer to all questions of fact, of 
doctrine, or of practice,—to all questions, of whatever kind, 
that come within the range of its teaching. But never 
allow an appeal from this authority ; and do not undertake 
to prove, from outside sources, that what the Bible says is 
true. Let all such matters come in as illustrations, and 
pleasant, though not necessary, confirmations. Let it be 
enough if the Bible really says a thing. Consult the Bible 
daily as an infallible oracle; and when the oracle speaks, 
receive the utterance as decisive. Try to form this habit in 
those under your instruction. It is a habit of incalculable 
value to the young mind, And never care if you are called 
bigoted, superstitious, or “behind the age.” What better 
testimony can any one have than the testimony of the 
omniscient God? Is it credulity to believe him without a 
doubt ? 

The lesson I would enforce is simple, obvious, elementary, 
but many wise men, and even biblical scholars, have yet 
to learn it. It is a lesson not well learned by multitudes 
of professing Christians. 

Perhaps after a few more Moabite Stones and Assyrian 
antiquities and Hebrew relics are found, literary men will 
agree in acknowledging that the Bible can be trusted, as to 
matters of historical fact, at least. A Christian and a Sun- 
day-school teacher ought not to wait for such discoveries, 
or for any other. His Bible is the book of God; let him 
treat it accordingly. Only so will he be able to speak as 
one who believes. Zeachers must believe the Bible. God 
give us all a living faith in it and in its Author! 


A LEGACY OF LOVE. 


BY W. i. VAN DOREN, D.D. 





The two most precious legacies ever left by love created 
or uncreated are recorded by John,—the mother, bequeathed 
to a devoted disciple; and his parting but mysterious 
words to the inner circle of his followers. -These legacies 
have proved deep mysteries to the skeptic in every age. 
Professor Renan, as the spokesman of them all, thus utters 
one of the saddest testimonies ever penned by man. Over 





this heart-cry of infinite love, this cold-blooded alien from | 


the truth writes: “Those portions (John, chaps. 14-16) are 
full of the dryness of metaphysics and the darkness of | 


abstract dogmas.” “Dry,” “dark,” “abstract”? He 
might as well call the warm effulgence of a noon-day sun 
dry, cold, or abstract, 

For eighteen centuries millions of breaking hearts have 
watered those pages with tears of pure love. Those burn- 
ing words of divine compassion are as full of comfort as the 
stars in the blue vault above are full of light. ‘I will not 
leave you orphans.” So “comfortless” should be trans- 
lated. 


An entire volume of consolation is wrapped up in 


} 
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those rich and precious promises,—promises which the 
wrath of men or spirits from beneath can no more darken 
or destroy than they can quench in gloom “ those burning 
sapphires” of Milton, kindled by the breath of God. 

Those matchless words, the warm breath of boundless 
Love whispering the same serene but eternal inspiration 
with, “ My peace give I unto you,” ring with the echoes of 
heaven’s melody; so full of infinite affection, that, read a 
thousand times, they ever seem coming new and fresh 


from the depths of the heart of the Lamb slain, filling the | 


central throne. Poor benighted Romanists, with Antichrist 
for their teacher, bind John 1: 14 as a charm next their 
They fondly believe they are safe while that lies 
next their hearts. But it is no delusion, but everlasting 
truth, that while the promises in themselves are utterly 
useless, to the heart of the loving reader, and to the in- 
spired eye of faith, these same words beam with the sacred 
effulgence of the gems on the high-priest’s breast-plate. 


breast. 


The thoughts of God who inhabiteth eternity, thoughts | 


of mercy to the broken-hearted “orphans” of earth, are 
thus found in these precious, priceless promises, a legacy of 
love which would bankrupt a worldtobuy. J.J. Rousseau, 
the Byron of French literature, saw that these words had 
changed the poor penniless 
the princely heirs of crowns and kingdoms. He therefore 
wrote that “ the inventor of this system would be a greater 
miracle than Jesus Christ.” And the German poet, Herder, 
declared such words, as pure and bright as the stars in the 
blue vault above, must have come from the pen of an angel. 
“ Yes, they did come from the lips of the Lord of angels.” 

Need we wonder then that faith, “the substance” of all 
the hopes, transfigures the humble homes of “ orphans”’ into 
the “ mansions” of glory. They change the sad implements 
of hungry saints into sceptres, and their empty boards into 
the banqueting-tables of cherubim and seraphim. They 
convert the threadbare covering of the poor believer into 
the royal robes such as kings wear before the throne of the 
everlasting God. Then let the “orphans” dry their 
tears, take down their neglected harps, and sweep their 
strings with a song that shall meet the anthems flashing 
over the jasper walls of heaven. 


“ 


STEPHEN. 
[Acts 6: 15,] 
BY THE REV. N. A. PRINCE. 


O radiant face, the outward sign 
Of inward light, the light divine! 
How dark the scowling brows around 
How full of hate each dismal sound ! 


The truthful martyr hears unmoved 

The surging wrath,—the charge unproved, — 
With trust in God his time he bides, 

Whate’er his fate, whate’er betides. 


Behold, how great the force of soul 
That sits serene where billows roll ' 

That sees the Lord, and feels no fear 
As he in glory draweth near! 


Like Him who bore the cross, he dies 

‘“ Lay not on them this sin,” he cries. — 
And then in Jesus sweetly sleeps, 

Who takes, and all his faithful keeps 


O martyred one! in heaven known 
As standing near th’ eternal throne 
With starry crown, and robes made whit 
With faith and love forever bright 


Like thee may we true witness bear 
In Jesus’ shame and suffering share ' 
Like thee, true faith and power combine 
To make our souls with glory shine ' 


SUCCESS IN TEACHING. 
BY HOPE LEDYARD. 


“That is the most successful Sunday-school teacher I 
know,” and my friend pointed out a plain, almost common 


looking man, seated about the middle of the room—for we 


were at a “normal-class” meeting. The leader called on 
one and another to explain different verses of th: 
but “my man,” as I began to call him, never rose 


less yn, 


At last the lesson was finished, and the leader said, | 
It was | 


“Will our friend Mr. lead us in prayer?” 
the one who had_ been pointed out to me, and surely “He 
who knoweth the heart” led that man to show us, in his 
prayer, the true way to success in our teaching. He said 
little more than a few words from the Bible, but what 





prayer could have been more fitting for Sunday-school | 


teachers? “Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, 


let it be known this day that thou art God among us, and | 


that we are thy servants, and may we do all things accord- 





orphans” of the church into | 
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‘ing to thy word. Hear us, O Lord, hear us, that these 
| children, whom we love, may know that thou art the Lord, 
and wilt thou indeed bind their hearts to thee?” The 
| words were, with little alteration, just what we had been 
| studying; and then using the words of the Psalmist, he 
| prayed, “Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a 
constant spirit within us. Uphold us with thy free Spirit, 

| and then will we teach successfully.” 
I do not know if I can, by the mere printed words, give 
the impression that prayer, uttered with earnest tones, 


made upon me. That man owed his success, I felt sure, 


not to his great desire to be successful, but to his constant 


watchfulness as to whether he were right in the sight of 
God. Many teachers do not need this lesson, perhaps, but 
Take care that 
we are not mere sign-posts pointing heavenward. Take 
care that we do not overlook ourselves in our application 
of Bible truth. We must “read, mark, learn, and inwardly 


Iam convinced there are many who do. 


digest ” God's word to be successful in our Sunday-school 
We can have earnest, interested scholars without 
it, delightful reviews, and all seem very flourishing, but 
| there is no spiritual progress. ; 

[ had a talk with this successful teacher afterward. I 
found he had a large class of boys; almost all of them had 
been converted since joining the school. 


work. 


“Flow has it 
come about ?” I asked, almost enviously. 

“What!” said he quickly, “are you discouraged about 
your class?” 

“Yes, I may as well own it.” 

“Will you be offended at my plain speaking? 

'No.” 

“T will tell you how it was with me. I used to talk and 
| visit and study, and hardly saw any results. I now make 
one rule. I test my own life, day by day, by my study of 
God’s word. It is a very humbling matter. I find it much 
harder to have perfect faith in God, when I am distressed 
as to my business or my children are ill, than to urge my 
scholars to have it; but I have learned that my scholars 
catch it from me a great deal sooner when I live out the 
lesson. For instance, I know a lady who teaches a large 
Bible class of young women. She expounded, questioned 
on, and applied the story of the widow’s barrel of meal and 
eruse of oil most beautifully, but I doubt if her words were 
half so effective as they would have been if she had practi- 
cally believed what she was teaching. I know that the 
week before her washerwoman had brought her little child 
to the house evidently hoping the boy would get a hot 
dinner. Mrs. took care to send the child home before 
the dinner-hour. ‘I really can’t afford it in these times,’ 
and, truth to tell, she was poor, was hard pressed for money, 
but—surely if she believed what she taught, the child would 
have had his dinner. Just live out your lessons, no matte: 
where they lead you to, and you'll succeed.” 

I thought of the half-worn shoes lying on the shelf, ready 
for the time baby’s feet should be large enough for them, 
while children whose feet were just the right size were cry- 
ing with cold, and I understood my want of success. “I 
thought how earnestly I had spoken of Elijah’s gentle pa- 
tience with Obadiah, and of his reassuring tones, and yet 
how hastily, only the next week, I had scolded my own 
| child for what I considered foolish fear. I thought—But 
| no, you can think of your failures and I of mine, and may we 








be indeed living epistles, read of all men, and, what is worse, 
| read by the little ones and the ignorant who cannot read 
| their Bibles, and to whom “actions speak louder than 
words 


—_—_—=>—__ 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
| 


HOW SHE CURED JOHNNY. 
BY THE REV. EDWARD A, RAND. 
| “My!” 
That was all Mrs. Pray said. She just stood at the back 
| door, held up her hands, and said, “My!” If her Johnny 
| wasn’t a pretty sight! He was dripping all over from 
| head to foot. 

“There!” exclaimed Mrs. Pray, “if this isn’t discour- 
aging! Why, Johnny, what do you go into the water for? 
See! I should think you had been soaking in a mud-puddle 
a fortnight. Sit down near the door, and let me take your 
things off.” . 

Young Johnny sat down, looking sheepish as any culprit 
in the land. He knew he could say nothing for himself, 
and so he kept still. 

“Just feel your stockings! sopping wet, I declare! Now 
I must get the clean ones out of the drawer that I have 
been saving for Sunday. Johnny, now look at me! Look 
| right into my eyes!” 

Johnny lifted his big brown eyes to his mother’s face. 
“Now tell me. Do you think it’s right to plague me 
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so? This is the third time in two weeks you have come 
home in this plight. Is it right?” 
Johnny’s bright brown eyes dropped like stars below 
the horizon. “ No,” he murmured, “1 know ’tain’t.” 
“Well, what do you do it for? 
This way, right in my face!’ 
wouldn’t keep inviting him to look into her face. 


Now, Johnny, look here. 
Johnny did wish his mother 
He had 
much rather look over toward the wall and see if he couldn't 
spy some chink through which he could squeeze and s 
make off. But no, his mother wanted him to look at her. 
‘Look up into my face, Johnny!” And up above the 
horizon came the bright stars again. 

“ Johnny, do you know how much trouble this makes me? 

} 


) 


urch, but 


I wanted to go to the afternoon meeting at the chu 
I can’t now. I wanted afterwards to do some shopping, 
but I can’t do that, for I must wash out your clothes. I 
wanted to make some blanc-mange for old Mrs. Mofiitt— 


When will you stop? 


t 


and—and— Johnny, it is too bad! 
Here, this way, and look into my face 

“Wish mother wouldn’t!” thought Johnny 

‘Let me look at your feet!” she 
pounced upon those offending members. 
if your toes are not webbed, for you do like thé 
about as well as any duck I ever saw!’ 

“T ain't a duck,” sobbed Johnny, and yet at the same 
time inclined to laugh. 

“Well,” said Mrs. Pray, getting up from her knees, “I 
think you were intended for a duck, for why do you like 
to wade so?” 

Johnny did like to wade. The big pond that collected 
in the meadow when the spring rains came on, how it 
have 
like the power hidden in the bit of 
iron that lays hold of the toy-ships and the toy-fishes and 


drew him! It almost seemed as if a magnet must 


been concealed there 
whirls them about so unceremoniously. Certain it 
that Johnny had not yet been able to escape the fascina- 
tion of that pond. It would draw him in, and this par- 
ticular day it had drawn him in all over! 

There was a drain running through the meadow about 


was 


a foot deep, and as he was wading, he had suddenly stepped 
down into the drain. He lost his 
went. Instead of a wade, it was a dive that day. 


over he 
The 


water was not so very deep, but there was enough of it to 


balance, and 


hurry him home in the sorry plight we have described 
He was finally sent up stairs to meditate during the after- 
noon. He spent his time variously, now reading stories 
out of The Sunday School Times, now shouting out of the 
window at any boys passing along, or trying to see if he 
could spit upon the cat creeping under the window. 

For some time his mother was busy soaking, scrubbing, 
and thinking, thinking so steadily. 


Johnny ? 


Couldn’t she cure 


but Johnny couldn’t be allowed to go on 

thoughtlessly making so much trouble. 
“T’ve got it!” said Mrs. Pray at the tub, and at the same 

time she brought her piece of soap energetically down on 

the disgraced pants she was rubbing. 

morrow.” 


in this way, 


The morrow came. 
It was just after dinner. 


Johnny wanted to find his 
mother. He 


He had a good deal of business on hand. He 
wanted to go to the village with his mother to buy a 
Noah’s ark. He wanted her to mend hiscap. He wanted 
her to bake him some gingerbread, and he wanted—oh ! a 
lot of things 

seen mother? 


But where was mother? “James, have you 
James was cutting wood back of the barn. 
He was the hired man. 


and looked up. 


He let his axe rest on the block 
“Yes, I have seen her. She went down into the meadow 
a little while ago, and she said you would find her there 
wading.” 

“ Down in the meadow wading?” asked Johnny. 

“That's what she said, and that’s all I know about it.’ 
James took up his axe and began splitting again. 

Johnny hurried down to the meadow, and it was even 
so; mother was wading! Wading too as if she had been 
used to it all her life, as if her feet had been webbed like a 
duck’s, 

“Why, mother! what are you wading for? 

“What for, Johnny? Oh! I wanted to have a good 
time.” 


<c y . 1 
But a woman wading, mother 


“Well, I don’t see why women can’t have a good time 
wading as well as boys 

Johnny was somewhat mortified to see his mother wad ag 
and a good deal mortified when he saw Charlie Burt coming 
across the next field to meet him. “O mother! 
There’s Charlie Burt coming !” 

‘Charlie Burt ? 


don’t' 
And Johnny’s mother looked coolly 
up. “Well, it won't hurt him to see women 
more than boys.” 

To add to Johnny’s distress, just then his mother fell! 
Whether she stumbled into that unlucky ditch I can’t say, 


wading any 


| pretty thoroughly. ““O mother! mother! m—m—.” Johnny 


She loved him dearly, and he loved her dearly, | 


“T’'ll fix that boy to- | 
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but I doubt if there were any gash in the meadow at that 
point, and it looked like a skillful or unskillful maneuver 
on Mrs. Pray’s part. Over she went, wetting her clothes 


was in distress. 
But Mrs. Pray leisurely picked herself up and came 
ashore. and she walked 





“ Now I guess we'll go home,” 
toward the house. 


Johnny was dumfounded. What did mother mean? 


Arriving at the house, she said, “ There, Johnny, I shall 


have to go up stairs and stay there this afternoon. I feel 
rather tired. You might pick up these things,” dropping | 

. . . 99 ' | 
her shawl and bonnet, ‘(and give them to Nancy.” She | 


was going out of the room, but suddenly stopped. ‘“O 
Johnny, I want you to stay and keep house this afternoon. 
If I am wanted, tell people your mother wanted to have a 
good time wading and fell into the water, and—and—’” 


The rest Johnny couldn’t hear, for she was now slowly | 
limbing the stairs 


Vell,” said Johnny to himself, “this is rather a bad 


job for me. I wanted to go with mother to buy a ‘ Noah’s 


irk,’ and I wanted her to make some gingerbread, and— 


the fact is, I didn’t know to go in wading would make so 
much trouble.’ It was the dongest afternoon for him! 
Nancy, the hired girl, put supper on the table by and by, 
and told Johnny that his mother wanted him to bring her 
up a cup of ginger tea. 

What for ? 


his mother in bed. 


Ginger tea! He took it up stairs and found 


9” 


“Mother, you sick: 





~*~ 


No, but when you have been wading, you know there 
is danger of taking cold, and I worry about you, and 
thought I would be on the safe side and prevent sickness.” 

Mother sick! How Johnny worried that night. He 
was as miserable as any mother-loving boy could be, and 
was relieved to hear her stirring at dawn, and singing, 
“Up in the morning early.” She did not say anything to 
him on the subject of ponds, but it was the last time 
Johnny went wading, and he won't be so likely also to cut 
up some other kinds of thoughtless mischief that make 

lots of fun” for him, but a deal of trouble for his mother. 


SPECIMEN EXERCISES. 


<> ——_— 
A VESPER SERVICE. 


‘ BY W. R. BURNHAM. 


Prepared for a Sunday-school Institute 

Leadei 

Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? 
Conare gation z 

The morning cometh, and also the night 
Leads a 

Behold, now the day draweth toward evening 
Congregation : 

Behold, the day groweth to an end 
Leader : 

The day 
out 


goeth away. for the shadows of the evening are stretched 
Congregation 


Our dayson th 


earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding 


One more day’s work for Jesus 
One less of life for me! 
Lead Tr 
| Bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, which by night 
stand in the house of the Lord 
Congqreqation : 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations 


Le ader : 


Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord 


Congreqation : 
At the 
( 


ha 


» evening sacrifice I fell upon my knees 
nds unte the Lord my God 


Leader : 


and spread out 


Let my prayer be set forth before thee as ince nse. ad 
C regation 

And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice 
}D 
rrayel 
Singing 


Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high 
Lease 
fhe Lord will command his loving-kindness in the day-time 
Congregation : 
And in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto 
the God of my life. 
Leader é 


| I have remembered thy name, O Lord, in the night, and have 
| kept thy law. 


Congregation : 

With my soul have T desired thee in the night. 
Leader : 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the 
morning. 
Singing 

Holy Spirit, faithful guide, 

Le ade gy 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 
Congregation : 

Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty 
Leader . 


The darkness hideth not from thee ; 
day 


but the night shineth as the 


Congregation : 
The darkness and the light are both alike to thee 
Le ade F 


If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night 
shall be light around me 
Congregation : 


ght 


It shall come to pass at evening time it shall be li 


Le ade _ge 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
Congregation i 
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid ? 
Singing: 
He leadeth me! oh, blessed thought, 
Oh! words with heavn'ly comfort fraught, 
Whate’er I do, where’er I be, 
Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me. 
Leader a 


Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night 
Congregation : 

Nor for the arrow that flieth by day 
Leader ‘ 

The sun shali not smite thee by day 
Congregation : 

Nor the moon by night. 
Leader . 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in darkness. 
Congregation : 


Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for the upright in 
heart 


Singing 
Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear, 
It is not night if thou be near. 
Le ader 4 
How excellent is thy loving kindness, 0 God! 
Congregation : 
Therefore, the children of men put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wings. 
Leader hy 


Because thy loving-kindness is better than life, my lips shall 
praise thee. 





Congregation : 
Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy 
wings will I rejoice. 


Singing 


| 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear ; 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 


} 
| 
Le ade wy 
| The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him. 
Conqreqation : 
| To all that call upon him in truth. 
| Leader : ’ 
He will fulfill the desire of them that fear him 

| Congregation: 
He also will hear their ery, and will save them. 

Leade , « 


The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
| him, and delivereth them. 


| Congregation : 


He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all 
| thy ways. 


| Le ader . 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower 
Congregation : 
The righteous runneth into it, and is safe. 
Singing : 


In some way or other the Lord will provide. 


Leader : 

This God is our God for ever and ever 
Congregatwn : 

He will be our guide even unto death 
Le ade 4 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil 
Congregation is 

For thou art with me 
All: 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceed- 


ing joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 


Singing: 


thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 


Nearer, my God, to thee, 














nent ne 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—_— ———— 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. 
[Second Quarter, 1877.) 


8. May 20.—Jonah at Nineveh.................-....... Jonah 3: 1-10 
9. May 27.—The Death of Elisha_................. 2 Kings 13: 14-21 
10. June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos--................-Amos 5: 1-15 
ll. June 10.—The Promise of Revival_................. Hosea 14: 1-9 
12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel_.........-.... 2 Kings 17: 6-18 


13. June 24.—Review Lesson. 


STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 
[Third Quarter, 1877.} 


K SORy LP ie OF prin ccc cce ccc enee santana Acts 13: 1-13 
2, July 8.—Paul at Antioch.............--.........-.... Acts 13: 26-41 
3. July 15.—Turning to the Gentiles__.._- Sintindosnpamnain Acts 13: 42-52 
ye EE GD OUI iininc eine nmimnicscsnicinteiatia Acts 14: 8-20 
5, July 20.—The Yoke Broken_......-.-- eS incsianaditmdpuiintinll Acts 15; 22-31 
6. Aug. 5.—Paul sent to Macedonia__......-......-..... Acts 16; 1-15 
7. Aug, 12.—Paul and Silas in Prison__........-..-...- Acts 16: 22-34 
8. Aug. 19.—Thessalonians and Bereans__..........---- Acts 17: 1-14 
By. A, BRO OB RUC ccnceccccccncccscccceseusse Acts 17: 22-34 
10. Sept, 2.—Pau) at Corinth...........................--- Acts 18; 1-11 
11, Sept. 9.—Paul at Ephesus.....................--.....- Acts 19: 1-12 


12, Sept. 16.—Power of the Word 
13. Sept. 23.—Paul at Miletus 
14. Sept. 30.—Review. 


LESSON 10, SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 1877. 
Title: THE LAMENTATION OF AMOS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Ir rnov seek HIM, HE WILL BE FOUND OF THEE; BUT IF 
THOU FORSAKE HIM, HE WILL CAST THEE OFF FOREVER.—1 Chron. 28: 9. 


Lesson Topic: Pleading with the Sinful. 


1, A Lament, v. 1-3. 
Outline: { 2. An Invitation, v. 4-9, 14, 15. 
| 3. A Rebuke, v. 10-13. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, May 28: Amos 5: 1-15. Pleading with the sinful. 
Tuésday, May 29: Amos 3: 1-15. Judgment against Israel. 
Wednesday, May 30: Amos 4: 1-13. Reproof for idolatry. 
Thursday, May 31: Amos 6: 1-11. Captivity foretold. 
Friday, June 1; Matt. 23: 13.33. A righteous rebuke. 
Saturday, June 2: Matt. 23: 34-38. A sad lament. 

Sunday, June 3: Isa. 55; 1-13. A gracious invitation. 


LESSON TEXT. 


[Amos 5: 1-15. 

1. Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even a lamen- 
tation, O house of Israel. 

2. The virgin of Israel is fallen; she shall no more rise: she is 
forsaken upon her land ; there is none to raise her up. 

3. For thus saith the Lord God: The city that went out by a 
thousand shall leave an hundred, and that which went forth by an 
hundred shall leave ten, to the house of Israel. 

4. For thus saith the Lord unto the house of Israel, Seek ye me, 
and ye shall live: 

5. But seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to 
Beer-sheba: for Gilgal shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el 
shall come to nought. 

6. Seek the Lord, and ye shall live: lest he break out like fire in 
the house of Joseph, and devour it, and there be none to quench it 
in Beth-el. 

7. Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteous- 
ness in the earth, 

8. Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion, and turneth 
the shadow of death into the morning, and maketh the day dark 
with night: that calleth for the waters of the sea, and poureth them 
out upon the face of the earth: The Lord is his name. 

9. That strengtheneth the spoiled against the strong, so that the 
spoiled shall come against the fortress. 

10. They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him 
that speaketh uprightly. 

11. Forasmuch, therefore, as your treading is upon the poor, and 
ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of hewn 
stone, but ye shall not dwell in them: ye have planted pleasant 
vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. 

12. For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty 
sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside 
the poor in the gate from their right. i 

13. Therefore, the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it 
is an evil time. 

14. Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lord, 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

15. Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in 
the gate: it may be that the Lord God of hosts will be gracious 
unto the remnant of Joseph. 








BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Amos 5:1. Hear ye this word.——Hear this word that 
the Lord hath spoken against you, O children of Israel. Amos 3: 1. 
Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain 
of Samaria. Amos 4: 1. 

A lamentation, Cut off thine hair, O Jerusalem, and cast 
it away, and take up a lamentation on high places; for the Lord 
hath rejected and forsaken the generation of his wrath. Jer. 7: 29. 
——For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and 
for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they 











| upon mine affliction. 





| 
are burned up, so that none can pass through them. Jer. 9: 10. | 
| ——Moreover, take thou up a lamentation for the princes of Israel. | of Israel, also named here, was Jeroboam II., great-grandson 
| Ezek. 19: 1——In that day shall one take up @ parable against | 


' you, and lament with a doleful lamentation. 





Micah 2: 4. 





Vv. 2. The virgin of Israel. 
Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn. Isa. 37; 22 
Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and let 


9” 





: e virgin daughter of my people is broken | 3 
them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken regnum followed. 








| with a great breach, with a very grievous blow. Jer. 14:17 | 
The virgin of Israel hath done a very horrible thing. Jer. 18:13. | 
What shall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin 
daughter of Zion? Lam. 2:13. 


She shall rise no more. 
never be renowned. 





-The seed of evil-doers shall 
Prepare slanghter for his children for the 
iniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor possess the 
land, nor fill the face of the world with cities. 


heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again. Isa. 24 
Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that 
Jer. 41: 64 

There is none to raise her up. There is none to 
her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth 


20 





I will bring upon her. 





guide 
Isa. 51: 18 
There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest be bound 
up: thou hast no Jer : 13 
spreadeth forth her hands, and there is none to comfort her. 
Lam. 1: 17. 


Vv. 3. Leave a hundred... leave ten.——And the 
Lord shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left few 
in number among the heathen, whither the Lord shall lead you. 
Deut. 4: 27. And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye 
were as the stars of heaven for multitude, because thou wouldest 
not obey the voice of the Lord thy God. Deut. 28: 62. Except 
the Lord of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, and we should have been like Gomorrah 
Isa. 1: 9. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the 
sea, yet a remnant of them shall return. Isa 10: 22——But I 
will leave a few men of them from the sword, from the famine, and 
from the pestilence. Ezek. 12: 16. 


Vv. 4. Seek ye me,and ye shall live.——lIf thou seek 
him he will be found of thee. 1 Chron. 28: 9——If ye seek him, 
he will be found of you. 2 Chron. 15: 2——They shall praise the 
Lord that seek him. Psa. 22: 26. Your heart shall live that 
seek God. Psa. 69: 32 ——Let the heart of them rejoice that seek 








healing medicines. 


























the Lord. Psa. 105: 3. Come unto me; hear, and your soul 
shall live. Isa. 55: 3. He that seeketh, findeth. Matt. 7: 8. 
Vv. 5. Come to nought. The dwelling-place of the 


wicked shall come to nought. Job 8: 22. The Lord bringeth 
the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the 
people of none effect. Psa. 33: 10. Take counsel together and 
it shall come to nought; speak the word, and it shall not stand 
Isa. 8: 10. And base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring 
to nought things that are. 1 Cor. 1: 28. 

V.6. The house of Joseph. And Joseph said unto his 
father, These are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place 
and he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless 
them. Gen. 48: 9. The house of Joseph shall abide in the coasts 
on the north. Josh. 18: 5——And the house of Joseph, they also 
went up against Bethel: and the Lord was with them. Judg. 1; 22. 

















——I am come the first this day of all the house of Joseph to gs [ 


down to meet my lord the king. 2Sam.19: 20. Thus saith the 
Lord God; Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the 
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his fellows, and will put 
them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and make them one 
stick, and they shall be one in mine hand. Ezek. 37: 19——And 
I will save the house of Joseph. Zech. 10: 6. 


V.8. Him that maketh... turneth,.. calleth. 
— Which maketh Arcturus, Orion, and Pleiades, and the cham 
bers of the south. Job 9: 9 He discovereth deep things out of 
darkness, and bringeth out to light the shadow of death. Job 12 
22. The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to 
them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung 
up. Matt. 4: 16. Thou makest darkness, and it is night; where- 
in all the beasts of the forest do creep forth. Psa. 104: 20-—— 
Canst thou lift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters 
may cover thee? Job 38: 34. 


V.11. Your treading is upon the poor, -But ye have 
despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you 
before the judgment seats? Jas. 2: 6. 

V.14. Seek good. Depart from evil, and do good, seek 
peace, and pursue it. 34: 14. He that diligently seeketh 
good procureth favor, but he that seeketh mischief, it shall come 
unto him. Prov. 11: 27-——Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 























Psa 





you. Matt. 6: 33. 
V.15. It may be. Peradventure I shall make an atone 





ment for your sin. Ex. 32: 30 


2Sam. 16 


It may be that the Lord will look 


12. Peradventure he will save 





thy life. 1 Kings 20: 31——It may be the Lord thy God will hear | 
2 Kings 19: 4——Who knoweth if | 


all the words of Rabshakeh. 
he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him. Joel 
2.14. Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce anger, that we perish not? Jonah 3: 9 





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


The first verse of the book of Amos gives the main facts 


concerning him. Tekoa, whence he came, was five miles 


south of Bethlehem, upon a hill-top. Uzziah, king of Judah, 
who is named in this verse, reigned, according to Usher, from 


| B. C. 825~—784. 
The virgin, the daughter of 


Isa, 14: 20, 21.—— | 
The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be | 
removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be | 


Zion | 





giving, and conservative works of God. 





| Vol. XIX., No. 20. 





B. C. 810-758, a period 





of fifty-two years. Jeroboam, king 


of Jehu. According to Usher he reigned forty-one years, from 
Amos, who prophesied while these two kings 
reigned, must come between B. C. 810-784. B.C. 787 is the 
date usually assigned to his prophecy, this being just prior to 
the close of Jeroboam’s reign, after which a tumultuous inter 


Amos had not been trained in the schools of the prophets, 
but God called him, and sent him to rebuke Israel (chap. 7: 
14,15). The book 


of Amos stands third among the minor 
prophets, but | 


e prophesied after Jonah, whose book stands 
the fifth 
CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., L.H.D. 
A TRANSLATION OF THE LESSON. 


[Arranged in separate lines, according to the greater and lesser 
divisions of the Hebrew; with references and critical notes. ] 


| Hear ye this word which I lift up! against you! 


\ lamentation, oh, house of Israel. 
She hath fallen, she cannot rise again, virgin of Israel ; 
She is cast down to the ground, with no one to lift her u 


p 


I 

For thus saith Adonai, Jehovah; 

The city which went out with a thousand, remains with a hundred; 

She that went out with a hundred, remains with ten for the house 
of Israel. 


For thus saith the Lord Jehovah to the house of Israel, 
Seek ye me, and live; 

Seek ye not to Bethel ;? 

Come ye not to Gilgal; 3 

Pass not over to Beersheba: 4 

For Gilgal hath gone into captivity, 

And Bethel shall be a ruin. 


Seek ye Jehovah, and lives 
Lest he flame out like fire against Bethel, and devour it, 
And there be no quencher. 


These® are they who turn judgment to wormwood, 

Who cast down righteousness to the earth. 

He it is who made the Pleiades,’ and Orion $ 

Who turneth the shadow of death» into the morning, 

Who darkeneth the day with night, 

Who calleth to the waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon 
the earth. 

Jehovah is his name. 

Who maketh the spoiled to smile against the strong, 

And the spoiled against the stronghold shall come 


They hate him that rebuketh in the gate ;10 
He that speaketh uprightly they abominate. 


Wherefore, because of you trampling of the poor 
And your taking from him burdens of wheat, 
Though ye have built houses of hewn stone 

Ye shall not dwell in them ; 

Though ye have planted vineyards for joy 

Ye shall never drink their wine. 

For I know the multitude of your transgressions, 
[ know your grievous sins. 

They afflict the righteous ; 

They take bribes ; 


In the gate they turn aside! the poor from their right. 


Wherefore shall the prudent man be dumb in that time, 

For surely it is a time of evil. 

Seek ye good, and not evil, that ye may live, 

For then shall the Lord of hosts be with you as ye have said 

Hate ye evil; 

Love ye the good; 

Establish justice in the gate 

Oh, it may be that Jehovah, God of hosts, will havel? pity on the 
remnant of Israel. 


NOTES ON THE ABOVE VERSION. 


Verse 1: note 1—Jijt up. This is the literal sense, 
although often referring to a verbal or poetical address. As 
applied to the prophets, by whom it is often used, it has been 
supposed to denote a weight, or burden of grief, for the woe 
they were about to denounce. But it more accurately repre 
sents the lifting up of a voice in a chanting style, which was 
the manner of their delivery. 
3,4.—Bethel, Gilgal, Beer-sheba. These 
are the names of places, which, as we learn from history, 


Verse 5: notes 2, 


were the chief seats of the apostatizing idolaters. 


Verse 6: note 4—And live. Such passages as this show 


that in the Old Testament, as well as in the New, the words 


for life are used in their most general sense, whether it be life 
spiritual or life physical, life national or life individual. 
Verse 7: This is varied from the 
common translation. In the original there is no grammatical 
It is so rendered here 
to present, what it is believed the prophet intended, a contrast 
between the destructive works of men and the creative, life- 
So that the words, 
these are they, are in contrast with the word him, meaning God, 
in the eighth verse. 
Verse 8: note 7. 


note 6. 


— These are they. 


person. It is as much third as second. 


Pleiades. The original word is Kima. 


It is rendered in Job 9: 9, the Pleiades, the ancient name, and 
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which is still much used for the seven stars. Although a 


small constellation, and of little note to the eye, it has ever | 


been regarded as one of the most interesting clusters in the 
heavens. Seven were anciently visible to the naked eye; 
one was early lost; hence the poetical lament of the lost 
Pleiad. 

Note 8.—Orion. 
denoted by Kesil in the original. 
It is there yet, in the autumnal sky, blazing down upon us,— 
however unconscious we may be of the fact,—bearing testi 
mony to its great antiquity, and calling up some of the most 


striking reminiscences of the old mythology. Elsewhere Job 


mentions Arcturus and Mazzaroth: the first, the brilliant star 
that always follows the bear; and the second, the old name for | 


the Zodiac. How solitary they seem ! how slight, how almost 


invisible, any change that may be traced in their positions | 


after four, perhaps five, thousand years ! 
an image of God’s eternity when we look up to those glorious 


objects which in far distant ages met the eye of the suffering | 


Job, and the shepherd Amos in his pastoral night-watches 


upon the mountains of Israel. Who first gave names to these 


celestial forms, and marked them out by the spaces they yet | 


occupy? The most learned can give no answer. They are 
beyond the days of Homer; they were known to the Argonau 
tic sailors; they are found on Egyptian monuments, and some 
traces of them can be discovered on the Assyrian tablets. 


Note 9.—Shadow of death (or the death-shade). This phrase, 


occurring frequently in the Bible for great darkness or gloom, 
whether mental or physical, is used here of that very dark 
period which just precedes the break of day. The Greeks 
called it the wolf-dawn, as being the supposed season in which 


that wild beast made his roamings. It is put here in contrast 


with the first light of the morning, for which Amos in his | 


pastoral nights had so often watched. Compare with it that 
beautiful passage, Psalm 130: 6: “My soul waiteth for the 
Lord more than they that watch for the morning—more than 
they that watch for the morning.” How often have those 
words come to the minds and memories of those who were 
suffering all the night long with pain, or of the friendly ones 
who were watching by their bedside. 

Verse 10: note 10.—In the gate. In ancient cities the gate 
was the place for the administration of justice, for all public 
business, public consultation, and popular preaching. 
the reference in Proverbs: 
gate.” 


Hence 
“ Wisdom crieth aloud in the 


Verse 11: note 11.—Turn aside from the poor. The figure 
is derived from giving a false inclination to the balance in 
weighing, especially as done against the poor. 

Verse 15: note 12—Have pity. The Hebrew word here 
rendered in our version will be gracious, is the most tender 
that could have been chosen from the language, denoting the 
highest degree of compassion and tender love. 


NOTICES OF AMOS IN THE BIBLE. 


He lived in the time of Uzziah, king of Judah, and of Jero- 
boam II., king of Samaria, and wasa contemporary of Isaiah 
and Hosea and of Joel. He did not belong to the school of 
the prophets, and therefore may be said to have had no strict 
prophetical education. He appears equally among the Jewish 
and the Israelitish seers. He has been called the rustic 
prophet, but that term is too disparaging. Rusticity was 
hardly known in these ancient nations among whom the 
agricultural life predominated. It should rather be called a 
pastoral life, and the evidence of it appears throughout his 
prophecy. His references to the heavenly bodies are just what 
we should expect from one who thus passed his nights in the 
tending of flocks. His other figures are of a similar pastoral 
kind. His views of nature are exceedingly grand, and have, 
at.the same time, a stillness and unchangeableness which 
render them very attractive. He was chosen as a prophet of 
Israel, as Peter, the fisherman, was chosen to be the apostle 
to the Gentiles. God saw in him grandeur of thought, great 
elevation of feeling, although in a rural life, a high genius for 
popular oratory, boldness to stand before kings (see chap 
7 : 12), unflinching courage to meet the anger of the populace. 
and made use of these qualities for the convevance of his own 
divine thoughts in this portion of his great book of inspira 
tion. 


PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 
GENERAL TRUTHS. 


1. God does not regard rank in choosing his servants. 
‘““was among the herdmen of Tekoa.” 


He tended sheep and 
took care of cows. 


He was not a master farmer or grazier ; 


he was only one among other herdmen. So the apostles | 


whom Jesus chose as the first founders of his kingdom were 
poor fishermen of Galilee. Some from higher ranks are 
employed to show that God is impartial, yet not many rich, 
not many noble are called, or are among the callers, but God 
hath chosen the weak things to confound the mighty. Men 
are often influenced unduly, if not chiefly, by rank in select- 
ing persons for high employment. God regards fitness only. 


; | 
This is undoubtedly the constellation | 
It means, the strong giant. | 


It seems to give us | 


| duty, warns of some special danger. 


Amos } 


| He finds those who are fit, however poor, or he makes them 
fit. Let none suppose that humble station excludes them 
| from the most honorable service. As a fact,sume of the most 
| useful and illustrious of the prophets, missionaries, teachers, 
and heroes of the Christian church have been called, as Amos 
| was, from among the herdmen. 


2. The honor God puts on labor. Some despise manual 


work as low, mean, vulgar. Unfallen Adam tilled the 
garden. Thesecond Adam, God manifest in the flesh, worked 
| during the greater part of his life at a carpenter's bench. 

The most illustrious of his servants were trained in the 

sehool of toil. The greatest lawgiver kept sheep forty years ; 
the greatest king tended his father’s flocks; the companion, 
successor, and almost the equal of the greatest prophet was 
| plowing when called to his high mission; the greatest 
apostle was a tent-maker. Let us not despise honest toil, nor 
hesitate to recognize the claims of any useful servant of God, 
because his own hands minister to his necessities. 
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3. God is very patient in warning sinners. Amos prophe- 
| sied “in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash,” of whom we 
| read “he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord” 
(2 Kings 14: 24). The kingdom of Israel had long continued 
| in rebellion against God. Ahab and others excelled in the 
| grossness of their idolatry and wickedness, but all, both rulers 
| and people, persevered in the worship of the calves, and 
| were degraded by the moral corruption which it caused; yet 
God did not give his people up to perish without repeated and 
faithful warnings. When Elijah and Elisha were taken 
away, Jonah and Amos continued to bear testimony. 

4. God's servants must bear faithful witness. Even when 
men hate the message, they must do so. It is easy to preach 
the truth to those who love itand honor its ministers. But 
the servants of God must be prepared to deliver his message 
whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear, in the 
days of Jeroboam as in the days of Hezekiah. 


INTRODUCTORY. 


1. When God speaks, we should give earnest attention. ‘“ Hear 
ye!” We are careless and asleep, and need rousing up. Ow 
ears are full of the noises of the world, and we neglect the 
voice of God. When we pay no attention to his inspired 
word, and trifle with the message preached, God often rouses 
us by some event in his providence. Sickness or bereave 
ment is a trumpet voice, saying, “Hear ye!” When God 
speaks, how reverently should men listen! 

2. There is a special message for every one. 
word!” 


“Hear ye this 
It comes home to our particular case, it exposes 
our secret sins, lays bare our hearts, summons to some specia) 
We may dislike it 
avoid it, shut our ears, listen to any other word than the one 
which in love speaks most directly to our conscience; but 
God still blows his trumpet blast—‘ Hear ye this word.” 

3. God's accusation js also his lamentation. ‘“ This word 
which I take up against you, even a lamentation.” God is 
not stern, wrathful, without pity in his threatenings. It is a 
grief to him when he is obliged to utter his thunderings lest 
he draw his sword. “Have I any pleasure at all that the 
wicked should die?” (Ezek. 18: 23.) Christ wept over Jeru 
salem. When predicting its greatest crime and _ terrible 
punishment, he showed his pity even by tears. His denun 
ciation was a lamentation. Let us remember that God is ou 
loving Father: he must and will punish impenitent rebels 
but he does it with “lamentation.” So let our own reprooi 
of evil be always a sorrowful lament. This ‘“ word” of God 
by Amos may be thus classified—guilt, penalty, exhorta- 
tion, promise. 





THE GUILT OF ISRAEL. 


1. Idolatry. They went to Bethel (v. 5) and other places 
to inquire of the calves and to worship at idolatrous altars. 
Wrong views of God lead to wrong views of morality. When 
the bond that links us to heaven is loosened, the bonds of 
earth give way too. As “the fear of the Lord is the begin 
ning of wisdom,” so idolatry of every kind is the beginning 
of folly. The sin of Jeroboam made all Israel to sin. The 
worship of the calves was insult to Jehovah, and destroyed 
reverence for his authority. The sure and only security o! 
righteous living is to obey the old law: ‘ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” 

2. Injustice (v. 7). 


defraud our neighbor. 


When we defraud God, we are ready to 
Justice should be swegt, but Israel 

turned it to the bitterness of “ wormwood.” The forms of 

law became a mockery. Men did not ask “ What is right 

and fair for me to do?” but “ What will profit me?” God 

| takes account of all injustice, however secretly done. 

| 3. Taking bribes (v. 12). Thus injustice, was done. The 








guilty escaped by gold, and poverty was punished as a crime. 
| Bribery is asin still practiced, but always hateful to God 
When votes are given at elections, when legislators pass 
| one or grant privileges, when judges pronounce sentence 
| or remit punishment, when public money is voted, when 
‘parenngers are arrived at in committees or church meetings. 
when persons are placed in offices of responsibility, not be- 
cause of fitness, truth and public advantage, but because of 
some gift received or expected, or because of personal friend- 








ship,—it may be said, “ They take a bribe.” This corrupts 
the state, and is hateful to God. 

4. Oppression of the poor (v. 11,12). They were robbed of 
their food and trampled on. In our own day there are many 
who regard might as right, who oppress those that cannot 
resist, who diminish and keep back the hire of the laborer, 
who take advantage of poverty and distress to drive hard bar- 
gains, and who, little suspected, are hard-hearted tyrants at 
home, treating wife and children as slaves. But God, the 
friend of the friendless, and the avenger of the poor and 
needy, takes account, and will bring the oppressor to judg- 
ment. 

5. Hatred of faithful reprovers (v.10), Ifweare resolved to 
do evil, we dislike those who dissuade us from it. This dis- 
like may become enmity, and enmity may show itself in 
violent opposition. Many of God's faithful servants have 
been “ abhorred” for “speaking uprightly.” This is a sure 
mark of aggravated depravity. To be thankful for faithful 
reproof is a hopeful sign ; but they who hate a wise counsel- 
lor are not far from destruction. 


6. Their sins were manifold and mighty (v.12). We may 
not be guilty of gross wrong to our neighbor, but the sins of 
every one of us against God are both various and aggravated, 
Sins of omission and commission, ingratitude, irreverence, dis- 
trust, impatience, neglect of prayer, sen-ual indulgence, self- 
seeking, covetousness, anger, pride, vanity, how “ manifold”! 
And when we consider our knowledge of God’s will, our relig- 
ious privileges, and the inward shining of God's spirit, how 
“mighty” our sins ! 
PENALTY. 

1. Debasement (v. 2). Israel is represented as a fallen and 
forsaken virgin; her beauty defaced, her purity defiled, her 
dignity degraded, lying prostrate on the ground with none to 
lift her up. So the true honor and beauty of any nation, 
church, individual, are gone when such sins are committed as 
those of Israel. 


2. Weakness (v. 3). Only ten were left in every hundred. 
The population was washing away by the natural influence of 
violence and vice. Even wealth and numbers cannot give 
»ermanent strength in the absence of righteousness. A nation 
that has cast off the fear of God is on the sure road to its 
lecline and fall. 


3. Bondage (v. 5), The high places of idolatry which had 
been held in special honor are specified as doomed to captivity. 
(he threatening was soon fulfilled in the carrying away of the 
ten tribes. They that sin are slaves. There is no real free- 
lom in the absence of righteousness, whether for nations or 
individuals, 

4. Destruction (v. 6). God would “ break out like fire in the 
house of Joseph, and devour it.” He is God of love, but he is 
ulso a “consuming fire.” His laws are all designed for our 
happiness, but if we persist in opposing them they will crush 
us. Heisa father, but a ruler too, and because he loves his 
creatures he will maintain order and righteousness. Sinners 
nust not trifle with his authority because of the mercy which 
they reject. The fire of his displeasure, long restrained, will 
‘break out” at last, and ‘devour” the impenitent, and there 
shall be “none to quench it.” All our sins are open to the 
»ye of the great Ruler and Judge. We may think they are 
inobserved or forgotten, but there is one who watches the 
vicked as well as the righteous, who will bring every secret 
hing into judgment, and who says, “J know your manifold 
ransgressions ” (v. 12). 


EX HORTATION,. 


1. Seek the Lord(v.4). How patient and forbearing is God! 

However great our sins, he says, “Seek ye me.” As the source 
of all sin is departing from God, so the beginning of all true 
reform is returning to God. Without this, endeavors to cor- 
rect some special fault will leave the great evil uncured. We 
may seek him by earnest prayer; by the ery of the penitent, 
Be merciful to me a sinner ;” by the resolve of the prodigal, 
‘I will arise and go to my father.” We are encouraged to 
lo this by his power to help us. “ He that maketh the seven 
stars and Orion” (v, 8) is strong to deliver us from all evil at 
ill times. As he makes the darkness of night disperse before 
the morning light, so he can drive away our fear and sorrow. 
As he draws the dark curtain of night aeross the day, so he 
‘an plunge us into the gloom of destruction and despair. Let 
us fear his wrath, but trust his love and power. As he causes 
the vapors to rise from the sea, and then descend in rain to 
refresh the earth ; so he can bring help to us from afar, and 
make the wilderness of our hearts and lives to flourish as a 
garden. Let us then seek him who is able to strengthen “ the 
spoiled against the strong.” 
“Seek not Beth-el.” Jero- 
boam had tried to continue the worship of God with the wor- 
ship of the calves; but He must be worshiped alone. Some 
would serve God andmammon. But they who seek the Lord 
must put away all idolatry—whatever would share with him 
the throne of the heart. 


3. Do what is right (v. 14, 15). Mere laments of the evil 
sin has brought, mere confession and prayers for pardon, will 
not avail. True repentance is a change of mind, and this will 


2. Renounce false gods (v. 5). 
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cause a change of conduct. God says, ‘ Cease to do evil, learn 


to do well” (Isa. 1: 16-20). 

4, Love what is right (v. 15). The evil is not only to be 
avoided because of the loss it entails, but “ hated” because of 
its own nature, So also the good is not to be done merely 
because it will prove advantageous, but we must “ hate the 
evil and love the good.” ‘ Abhor that which 
is evil, cleave to that which is good.” Obviously for this we 
need the Holy Spirit to change our hearts. We must be 
“born again” thus to love what was once hated. But we are 
told, “Ask, and ye shall receive,” and if we truly seek the 
Lord, he will give us this better nature, and make us ‘“ new 
creatures in Christ Jesus.” 


So the apostle,— 


PROMISE. 
1. The possibility of mercy (v. 15). 

Lord will be gracious.” 

efforts on a mere chance. 


“It may be that the 
Men constantly put forth great 
Where much is at stake, a “ may- 
be” is enough to induce them to expend money, toil, anxiety. 
How much more should the mere hope of securing the forgive 
ness of God induce sinners to forsake their sins and turn to 
him? But though this expression is used, we know there is 
no chance or uncertainty. 
in no wise cast out.” 

2. The certainty of life(v.4). ‘Seek ye me, and ye shall 
live.” As soon as a sinner. begins to seek God, he begins to 
live. True prayer is the breath of the new life, its first sign. 
We live by love. ‘God hath given to us eternal life.” This 
is a life which the death of the body cannot injure. We live 
forever when we live in Christ. ‘ Because I live, ye shall live 
also.” 

3. The presence of God (vy. 14). ‘The Lord, the God of hosts 
shall be with you.” If he is with us, we can never be solitary, 
or in danger, or in hopeless sorrow. Whatever the force of 
our foes, whatever the weakness our own sins have caused in 
ourselves, if the God of hosts is with us, we are safe, and 
‘all things are ours.” If he is with us now, we shall be with 
him forever. 


“ Him that cometh unto me I will 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


It is never too late to find God if we seek him; but it is 
possible to put off seeking him so long as to become quite har- 
dened, and so, by forsaking him altogether, to be “ cast off 
forever.” It is never too early to begin toseek him. It can- 
not be ever too soon to be safe, to be in honor, to be happy, 
to be right. Let the young seek him in early life, and not 
run the risk of waiting for a more convenient season, which 
may never come; nor indulge in sins which may harden the 
heart in impenitence or store it with bitter memories till the 
end of life. Let every penitent sinner, young or old, be en- 
couraged by the assurance, ‘If thou seek him, he will be found 
of thee.” But let the wickedness and doom of Israel be a warn- 
ing to us lest we turn aside from God, neglect his warnings, 
and harden our hearts in impenitence, till at length we are 
“cast off forever.” Until this day, the ten tribes, cast off for 
their sins, are wandering exiles, examples of the faithfulness 
of God in his threatenings as well as his promises. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Hear ye this word which I take up against you (vy. 1). There 
is no word which men are more unwilling to hear than one 
which is spoken against themselves. They can hear other 
people's failures and misdoings talked about with a great 
deal of complacency. They are glad to listen to words 
directly to themselves, if the words are those of approval. 
They will even open their ears to what is said against sins of 
which they have been guilty, where the sins—rather than 
themselves as the sinners—are the object of condemnation. 
But when they are told, even by the plain word of God, that 
they are dishonest, impure, intemperate, untruthful, selfish, 
mean, hypocritical, they don’t like to hear the truth. But 
there is nothing in the world more important for us to hear 
than the word which God speaks against ourselves. In study- 
ing these Old Testament lessons, the chief question is not, 
“What word did God speak against the Israelites?” but it is, 
“What word does God speak against me?” My ears must be 
open for these words. 

That which went forth by a hundred shall leave ten (v. 3). 
It makes no difference how many are banded together for 
evil. There is no permanent strength in any combination 
against God. “Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall 
not be unpunished.” The thieving officials of a city may 
have the ballot-boxes and the courts in their control; but 
when they seem most secure, they shall be overthrown as in 
a night. If all the nations of Europe should be as one for 
the accomplishment of a wrong, their counsels could be 
brought to naught by the breath of the Lord as easily as 
though they were feathers at the mercy of the whirlwind, 
It is vain for impenitent sinners to rest on the strength of 
their numbers, or wisdom, or wealth, or friends. Every such 
hope of support will surely fail them. The thousand will 
dwindle to a hundred, the hundred to ten, the ten to nothing. 
There is no life in them. 





Thus saith the Lord . . . Seek ye me, and ye shall live (v. 4). 


This word of the Lord is not against the sinner. It is for 
him. When God warns in judgment, he entreats in mercy. 
While he declares the sinner’s danger, he tells him of the 
way of safety. This word of the Lord is as truly for us as it 
was for the Israelites. We need the forgiveness of God. We 
ought to seek it. If we do seek it in God's appointed way, 
it will be found of us, and although we have merited death 
we shall live. It 1s indeed strange that when the Israelites 
were warned so faithfully and entreated so lovingly they 
continued in impenitence and persevered to their own ruin 
It is stranger yet that some of us are doing the same thing. 

Seek not Bethel, nor enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer 
sheba (v. 5). There was no lack of explicit directions concern- 
ing Israel's duty. The peculiar temptations and dangers of the 
nation were specified. The trouble was that when the Israel- 
ites knew the places of evil they went to them with their eyes 
wide open. The same thing is true of sinners at the present 
day. 
ones to which they determinedly expose themselves. No man 
can say that the warnings he has received have been general 
and vague, and therefore he has gone astray. It is after he 
has been told of the dangers of wine-drinking that he becomes 
a wine-bibber. It is while he sees the folly of expecting dis 
honesty to prosper, that he plans to defraud his neighbor. It 
is in spite of the plain teachings of the Bible, verified by his 
own observations, that he decides to live for self and not for 
God, for time and not for eternity. It is when he hears 
Bethel and Gilgal and Beer-sheba named as places of ruin 
that he starts for them. 


Seek him that made the seven stars (v. 8). It would seem as 
if the fact that God made the heavens would give confidence 
to those who have his promise of help in their need. Yet 
there are a great many persons who admit that God made all 
the stars, but deny that he will hearasinner’s prayer. Indeed, 
they think that because he made the stars, and ordered day 
and night, and set bounds for the sea and the land, he is by 
that very fact debarred from answering prayer. The ‘ laws 
of nature” stand in his way. If the good prophet Amos were 
among us in this day, how he would repeat his call to every 
weak-minded believer in “science”? who is not a believer in 
the power of prayer: “Seek him that made the seven stars 
and Orion, and turneth the shadow of death into the morning, 
and maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the 
waters of the sea, and poureth them out upon the face of the 
earth: the Lord is his name.” 

They abhor him that speaketh uprightly (v. 10). That is as 
true now as formerly. A man who dares to speak uprightly 
has bitter enemies because of his fearlessness for the right. 
Whether he is in office or out of it; whether he speaks for 
purity in politics, for honesty in business, or for correctness 
in doctrine; whether he is a champion of liberty, of temper- 
ance, or of popular education ; wherever a man dares to speak 
—by word of mouth or by action—uprightly and for upright- 
ness,—he is abhorred by many who have not sought the 
Lord, and who do not want the Lord to seek them. 


I know your manifold transgressions (v.12). God knows not 
only every transgressor, but every transgression. Nothing is 
hid from his eyes. No sinner need flatter himself that any 
one of his misdeeds was unnoticed of God. He may have de- 
ceived his nearest friend as to his character and his conduct. 
He has not deceived God. 

They take a bribe (vy. 12). It seems that the days of politi- 
cal and judicial corruption have not had their beginning in 
this generation. This story of the evil courses of the leaders 
of Israel, who would “ take a bribe,” and “afflict the just,” 
and “tread upon the poor,” and defraud farmers of their 
“burdens of wheat,’ and build for themselves “houses of 
hewn stone,” sounds very much like the charges made in one 
of our modern newspapers against the leaders of the opposite 
party in politics. Uprightness was evidently not the common 
rule of action in the olden time. Neither did a change of 
administration always purify the political atmosphere in 
Israel. Whether it was Omri or Ahab or Ahaziah or Jehu who 
was in power, there were evil-doers in one position and another. 
The trouble after all was then, as it is now, in the hearts of 
men. It is not the progress of civilization or the triumph of 
any one political party that secures purity of life in high 
places and low. Only as men are true-hearted servants of 
God can they be depended on to walk uprightly before God 
and their fellows. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 

The lesson for to-day may at first seem a strange one for 
little children, but with care in simplifying it, a ‘useful im 
pression can be made. 
be understood and remembered well enough to enable the 
scholar to recall the golden text in review. Give the mean 
ing of lamentation,—a song of sorrow, to grieve about some 
thing, to lament. Who was Amos? 


The very perils against which they are warned are the | 


‘said was the word of God. 
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words to say to the people. What was Elisha doing when 
Elijah first called him? Amos, like Elisha, had worked in 
the fields, for he was a man who tended flocks and kept cattle. 
Do you know that a gardener, in the early spring, looks care 
fully over the fruit-trees and the grape-vines, and cuts off the 
dead branches, and watches for the early opening buds to .see 
if there is promise of fruit? Amos knew how to do all this; 
for he says, ‘I was a herdman and a gatherer of Sycamore 


fruit, and the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and said 
| unto me, ‘ Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.’” 


We are to study to-day some of the very words that God 
told Amos to say to the people of Israel. 
When you have forgotten 
what your mamma said, and disobeyed her, is she not grieved ? 
Then when your father knows you have done wrong, can't 
you see the sorrow in his face, and in his voice when he speaks 
to you? Do you know that that is just a little like the way 
God feels when his children have forgotten him, and sinned ? 
If all the mother-love and all the father-love in the whole 
world could be melted into one heart, it would not equal God's 
great love for his children, nor the sorrow he feels when they 


They were sad 
words, for Amos was in sorrow. 


do not love him. Some such thoughts about his people in 
Israel, God put into the heart of Amos while he was with his 
cattle in the fields of Judah (a few miles from Bethlehem) ; 
when he said to him, “ Go and prophesy.” Do you wonder 
that Amos was sad, and that his words were sorrowful? 
What are his words called? Who made the lamentation? 
Some of the words in it seem as plain and easy as if made for 
little children. The very first word is 
HEAR. 

When Jesus was on earth and wanted the people to listen, 
he often used to remind them that they had ears to hear. Do 
you remember how he used to remind them? “ He that hath 
ears to hear, let ..” It isnot enough to have ears only. 
Let the children spell e-a-r; or put the word on the black- 
board. Put an H before it, and then see what word Amos 
said, and what Jesus told the people todo. Did Jesus name 
them to hear with their ears only? That is the way some 
children do, and they quickly forget. Put a T at the end of 
the word, and you will know how to hear and remember and 
do. Did Amos want the people to hear him? Did he want 
them to think he was a great prophet, wise and great? He 
never forgot, nor let others forget, that he was only Amos the 
herdmen, called from among his cattle in the field; for he 
talked of the grain and the plow, lambs and calves, the plow- 
man and the reaper, horses and oxen, the vineyards and the 
trees. Did he want them to listen because they were jus 
words? Over and over again, he told them that what he 
In a few short chapters, Amos 
said forty times, 

THUS SAITH THE LORD. 

If he tells us to hear and that it isthe word of God, is it 
not made for little children now as much as for those who 
He told them to 


SEEK THE LORD. 


heard the voice of Amos ? 


* 

If the Lord called a man from the fields and flocks to go and 
tell the people what he said, was not God seeking them? Did 
not his own Son afterwards come to seek and to save those who 
Was it not love in God to send them a 
message to seek him? What does seek mean? How can we 
seek God? What does he say about “those who seek me 
early”? What does the golden text say? What king, when 
about to die, said these words to his son, who was to become 
What was the son’s name? 
What is the promise to those who seek? What to those who 
forsake him? What made Amos sosorry? It was the same 
trouble that has filled the world ever since sin began. Amos 
said, as God told him to do, “I know your sins.’ Does God 
know every sin? 

What had the people of Israel done? Had they been faith- 
ful to God? What had their kingsdone? What other gods 
had they worshiped? Was that their only sin? No, no; 
when people forget God, they are ready to do anything which 
is wrong. Amos told them so. He told them of many trans- 
gressions. What is transgression? It is breaking a rule, or 
law. They had transgressed God’s law many times and in 
many ways. They were cruel and unkind to the poor, unjust 
and dishonest, and broke the Sabbath. Did the people like 
to hear this? 


did not love him ? 


the richest and wisest of kings ? 


Amos knew they were angry, and he said, 
“You hate him that rebuketh in the gate.” When a man 
wanted to say something for everybody to hear, he went to 
the gate of the city where’ the people gathered to buy and sell, 


and talk together about ail kinds of business. Amos went to 


| the town of Bethel, where the golden calf had been set up so 


long before. 
| said, “ These be thy gods, O Israel!” 
First explain the title so that it may | 


| worshiped in Bethel. 


What king was it who made the calves, and 
What was our golden 
text for last Sunday? Jeroboam had long been dead, but he 
who made Israel to sin, though dead, yet spoke evil to all who 
The priest of Bethel sent to the king 
of Israel and wanted to stop Amos from telling the words of 
God. The king's name was the same as the one who first set 


About what prophet have we just had so many lessons? up the golden calves one hundred and fifty years before. Whom 


What was our last lesson about? 
never left his people without teachers, or prophets, to remind 


Elisha was dead; but God | had they sinned against ? 


Amos told them of the great God who holds the stars in his 


them of him. Amos was a prophet taught by God what | hand, who spread out the heavens, who makes the day and 
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the night, who rules all the nations of the world. Cannot he 
punish when he pleases? What could the people do? Amos 
did not stop when he had told of their sins and of God’s 
great power: he kept on telling them to seek the Lord. 
Though they had been so wicked, and God had sent Amos to 
tell them so, yet that was only a part of his message. Four 
times, in these few verses, he tells them to seek ; and he tells 
them how. “Seek good, and not evil.” ‘“ Love good and 
hate evil.” Are not these easy words for us to understand 
and remember? Surely every little child can ask Jesus every 





day to help them to 

Seek good, and love it 

Hate evil, and shun it. 
What is meant by shun? David says several times, ‘‘ Depart 
from evil and do good.” Solomon says, “ Enter not into the 
path of the wicked: go not in the way of evil men.” If the 
people of Israel had obeyed that, would Amos have had to 
tell them of their sins? Was that all Amos did? He did 
not leave the message without some kind words of promise if | 
they only would “cease to do evil and learn to do well.” He | 
said, “ Seek good, that ye may live.” God had said that he 
would destroy them if they kept on being so wicked ; but if 
they would turn from evil they should live. That was what 
David said long befere Amos, “ Trust in the Lord and do 
good, so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily [truly] thou 
shalt be fed.” That meant far more than just to be fed when 
hungry, or to live in that land promised and given to their 
fathers. It meant to be cared for every day by the loving 
hand of God, who will bless his own children who love and 
trust in him, and give them peace and plenty. Amos had told 
them how great was the God against whom they had sinned, 
but he also gave them a sweet promise if they would seek 
good, and not evil. 








THE LORD SHALL BE WITH YOU. 

Can any harm come to those whom the Lord is with? Can 
they be alone or afraid? Can anything hurt or destroy them ? 
Is the Lord really with those who love him now? 

Let the children give some examples where God said, “I 
am with thee.” Make it plain that God does not speak now 
with a voice to be heard, but that every word in the Bible is 
a message for every one who will accept and believe it. Then 
did not Jesus himself, as he went away from earth, say, “ Lo I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world”? 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


Amos a herdsman of Tekoa. Sent by the Lord to prophesy 
agdinst Israel. Tue TrmE—during the contemporary reign- 
ing of Jeroboam II. and Uzziah, 800-784. B.C. Tar Prace— 

3ethel the headquarters of idolatry. Tue Si1n—idolatry 
THe Catt—to repent. THe Promise—life as a nation. 
Tue JupGMENt—captivity (chap. 5: 27). 
Amos’s message before 784. Israel's captivity, 721. 
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| He witu—— m He witr—— 
BY S. P. TUERS. 
CEASE | LEARN 
TO DO 
EVIL. | WELL. 
| SEEK | FORSAKE 
| THE LORD 
| AND YE SHALL 
LIVE. | DIF. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


CONCERN For Souts.—Few men have known more ardent in- 
terest in the perishing ones about them, than was felt by John 
Welsh, the famous Scotch preacher. It is said that, after 


— a wail over the house of Israel. 





spending seven or eight hours a day in his closet, he would 
often rise and pray during the night. To his wife, who found | 
him upon the ground weeping, and asked the cause, he said, 
‘“ | have three thousand souls to take care of, and how do | 
know how many of them are prospering ?” 


| 
} 


Sin Lamentrep.—Nettleton said, ‘‘ We may talk of the best | 
means of doing good, but, after all, the greatest difficulty lies 
in doing it in a proper spirit.” Payson said, “I never was fit 
to say a word to a sinner, except when I had a broken heart 
myself, when I was subdued, and melted into tenderness, and 
felt as though I had just received pardon to my own soul, and 
when my heart was full of tenderness and pity.” 

SEEK AND Live—A culprit in Vermont was recently 
about to be hanged. On the very day of execution new 
evidence was discovered, which was fairly deemed to have an 





important bearing on his case. There was but one man in the | 


state who had power to stay the execution. To reach that 
one, the Governor, the telegraph was brought into requisition. 
He was promptly sought, in order that the man might live. 
Fortunately the Governor chanced to be in the telegraph office 
when the message seeking him arrived. In an instant a 
reprieve was ordered, and the culprit lived» 

Hatinc Reproor.—Matthew Henry said, “If you cannot 
bear to be handled, it is a proof you have ugly sores which 
are not the less dangerous for being skinned over.” 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Amos 5: 1. A lamentation. 
Now as in such a 
wail the existing sorrow is touchingly expanded, but with it 
whatever can serve for its present and future amelioration, so 
in this lament the terribleness of sin and of the destruction to 
which it leads is sadly depicted, but at the same time are 
interwoven warnings to seek God so that in some measure the 
evil may be abated.—Sehmoller. 


V. 2. Virgin of Israel. She is called a virgin, not as acity 
that had never been taken, or as having been faithful to God, 
but as having been tenderly guarded a sheltered. So Isaiah 
addresses Babylon (Isa. 47: 1). 
fall in battle (2 Sam. 1:19, 25, 27). 
It is no common fall. 
Speaker's Comm: 

Is fallen. A dirge like that of David over Saul and Jona- 
than, over what was once lovely and mighty, but had 
perished.— Pusey. 

God had said, How should one chase a thousand! but the 
blessings of obedience are turned into the curses of disobedi- 
ence. As the ancient Christian poet says, Ifthe Lord is 
against us, our walls will become cobwebs; but if the Lord is 
with us, our cobwebs become walls.— - Wordsworth. 


V.3. The city that went out by a thousand. The city from 
which there used to go out a thousand equipped for war. 
“ City” is put for “the inhabitants of the city.”—Jamieson. 


Shall leave a hundred . . . ten. The lessening of the num- 
bers of God’s spiritual Israel by death or desertion is just 
matter for lamentation; for by whom shall Jacob arise, by 
whom shall the decays of piety be repaired, when he is thus 
made small.— Henry. 

V. 4, 5. Seek ye me . seck not Beth-el. What God 
desires is that they should seek him and forsake idolatry. 
To live means in the first instance (v. 4) to remain in life, but 
naturally includes the whole welfare of the state, its indepen- 
dence, etc. Gilgal and Bethel, so far from helping those who 
resorted to them, should themselves perish.—Schmoller. 


She cannot rise again. 
She is prostrate and powerless.— 


V. 5. Pass not to Beer-sheba. Jeroboam I. pretended that it | 


was too much for Israel to go to Jerusalem. And yet Israel 
thought it not too much to. goto Beer-sheba, perhaps four times 
farther off. So much pains will men take in self-willed ser 
vice, and yet not see that it takes away the excuse for neglect- 
ing the true — Pusey. 

V.6. House of Joseph. The leading one of the ten tribes 
was the tribe of Ephraim, descended from the second son of 
Joseph (Gen. 41: 52), who, though the younger son, inherited 
the blessing (Gen. 48: 13, 14). 
called the “house of Ephraim” (Judg. 10: 9), or “ children of 
— ” (Psa. 78: 9), or “Ephraim” (Isa. 11: 13), or 
‘house of Joseph” (Zech. 10: 6), or simply ‘‘ Joseph ” (Amos 
D: 15).— Todd. 

V.7. Turn judgment to wormwood. Wormwood is used 
proverbially in Deut. 29:18. In Prov. 5: 4 it is contrasted 
with honey. The unjust make that which is sweet most 
bitter —Speaker's Comm. 

V. 8. Him that maketh the seven stars. Ye who worship 
the = are rebelling against him who made them.— Words 
worth. 


God is the cause of all causes. Ajl things are, and have 
their relations to each other as cause and effect, because he so 
created them. A “ great First Cause” who is thought of only 
as a cause, is a mere fiction of man’s imagining, an attempt 
to appear to account for the mysteries of being, without own- 
ing that since our being is from God, we are responsible crea- 
tures who are to yield to him an account of our being which 
he gives us. In like way probably Israel had so mixed up 
the thought of God with nature that it had lost sight of God 
as distinct from the creation. And so Amos, after appealing 
to their consciences, sets forth God to them as the creator, dis 
poser of all things, and the just God who redresseth man’s 
violence and injustice.— Pusey. 

That calleth for the waters. The allusion to the judgment of 
the flood can hardly be overlooked.— Keil. 


V. 9. That strengtheneth the spoiled. This is an encourage- 
ment to the people to seek the Lord, that if they do so, they 
shall find him able to retrieve their affairs, when they are 
brought to the lowest ebb; though they are the spoiled and 
their enemies are the strong, if they can but engage God for 
them, they shall soon recruit so as the next time to be not only 
the aggressors, but the conquerors; they “come against the 
fortress,’ to make reprisals, and become masters of it.— 
Henry. 

V.11. Ye take from him burdens of wheat. 
in the form of rents or taxes.—Cowles. 


Cruel exactions 


Burdensome taxes levied in kind from the wheat of the 
needy to pamper the lusts of the great.— Henderson. 

V. 13. The prudent shall keep silence. 
sensible will keep silence; he will live as much as may be in 


retirement, taking no part where he can do no good, and may | 


be grievously wronged.—Speaker’s Comm. 


So our Lord was silent before his judges, for since they 
would not hear, his speaking would only increase their con 
demnation.— Pusey. 


V. 15. Hate the evil. He hateth evil ‘who not only is not 
overcome by pleasure, but hates its deeds ; and he loveth good 
who, not unwillingly nor of necessity, nor of fear, doeth what 
is good, but because it is good.—Jerome. 


The prophet himself calls this | 


She is fallen, like those that | 


Hence the ten tribes were | 


The prudent or | 


WORK AND WORKERS. 
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STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 

| Wisconsin, at Oshkosh May 22-23. 
May 22-24. 


June 5-7. 
June 5-7. 
June 12-14, 
June 12-14, 
June 12-14. 
June 19-21. 
June 26-28, 
June 26-28. 
August 24-26. 
November 13-15, 


Ohio, at Delaware 
Nebraska, at Omaha. 
New York, at Buffalo 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg 
| Towa, at Ottumwa 
| Minnesota, at Mankato 
| Kentucky, at Paris 
Indiana, at Terre Haute 
| Georgia, at Athens 

| New Jersey, at Paterson 








j 
| Missouri, at Hannibal 
| 


























NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 

| Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 


Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rey. E. M. Saunders ' 
Part 2, by the Rey, Dr. R. F, Burns. 


Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p. m., Saturday. Both led by the Rey. H. M. Parsons. 

| Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., in Lecture-room of Center Church. 

New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal class on all other Monday 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p. M., in the Y. M, C. A. Hall. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M, C. A. Lecture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, in Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 

Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 pr. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A, Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

| Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8 p.m, in the Y, M. C, A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 

2to 12.45 p.m., inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rey. 
Francis A. Horton. 

Dayton, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
p. m., in the Y. M. C. A, Parlor. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
5p. ™M., in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in 
5 p. M., in the Y. M, C. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Cc. P. Jacobs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at 8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 


Alton, lil., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Chieago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday atnoon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m; 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3 to4p.m.; both in the Y. M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in the different churches. 





Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 


KANSAS SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION. 
The Institute of the Second Sunday-school District of 
Kansas was held at Lawrence, April 12-14. Although 
| this was strictly a district convention, including nine or 
| ten counties, yet delegates were in attendance from all 
| parts of the state. The president of the district convention. 
| Captain J. G. Haskell, conducted the exercises, 
The Rev. Dr. J. H. Vincent and Mrs. George Partridge 
were in attendance, and in various ways contributed largely 
to the success of the meeting. In an address on “ Our Work,” 
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Dr. Vincent said that our work as Sunday-school teachers 
should not take the place of religious instruction in the 
family; children should be taken to the regular church 
‘services, and parents with their children should go to the 
Sunday-school to study the word of God. 

To ensure success in our work, he urged, (1) as much of 
the domestic element as possible ; (2) the ecclesiastical ele- 
ment; (3) the educational element, with methods just as 
thorough as those employed in the common schools ; (4) the 
spiritual element. 

Friday morning was devoted to the discussion of the 
needs of teachers, followed by Dr. Vincent in an address 
upon the training of teachers, or normal-class methods 
Mrs. Partridge also spoke of How to attract, How to interest, 
and How to instruct. The afternoon was devoted to a 
children’s meeting, a thousand or more children being 
present. Addresses were made by Mrs. Partridge and Dr. 
Vincent. 

On Friday evening the house was full again to listen to 
Dr. Vincent's lecture on “ That Boy.” 

The Institute closed on Saturday morning with an ear- 
nest discussion of “ How to study the Bible.” A Sunday- 
school missionary, who was in attendance at Lawrence 
writes: “It has been my privilege, in recent years, to attend 
the institutes and conventions in many of the states from 
the Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains, but I have never 
witnessed a more earnest, intelligent gathering of Sunday- 
‘school workers than were in attendance here, and we may 
safeiy predict, as a result of this assemblage of Christian 
men and women, more and better work for the Master.” 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The Sunday-school Convention for Cumberland County, 
N. J., is to meet at Shiloh, on Wednesday, May 23. 

—The Sunday-school Association of Dodge County, Neb., 
will meet at Jalapa, Tuesday and Wednesday, May 29, 30. 

—The Sunday-school workers of Missouri will meet in 
annual convention at Hannibal, May 22-24. The execu- 
tive committee call for a full attendance, and delegates ar: 
requested to send their names to C. O. Godfrey, Hannibal, 
Mo. 

—In the last week of April, two institutes were held in 
Hartford County, Conn. ; one at Windsor Locks, the other 
at Unionville, both conducted by Mr. W. R. Burnham. 
“The true design of the Sunday-school;” “ Needful prepa 
ration of superintendent, teacher, and pupil;” Teachers’- 
meetings,” and “The evangelistic work of the Sunday- 
school,” were among the topics discussed. 

—The programme of the Nebraska State Sunday-school 
Association, which meets at Omaha, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, June 5-7, is announced as “intended to 
meet fully the existing wants and needs of the state, will 
embrace themes for discussion, under these divisions: 
(1.) Work done, (2.) Work to do, (3.) How to do it.” The 
usual railroad courtesies are expected, and entertainment 
for delegates will be provided by the citizens of Omaha. 

—lIowa’s Sunday-schools are to meet for their twelfth 
annual convention at Ottumwa, June 12-14. The Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Gibson, and Mr. M. C. Hazard, of Chicago, will! 
assist in the several sessions, and Professor I. H. Bunn is 
to conduct the music. The call of the convention concludes 
thus: “Send your name by June 8 to D. H. Emery, 
Ottumwa, chairman of the entertainment committee, and 
you will be welcome to the hospitable homes of Ottumwa.” 

—Announcements are now made for the Pennsylvania 
State Sunday-school Convention, which is to be held at 
Harrisburg, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, June 
12-14. The Rev. Llewellyn D. Bevan, LL.B., of New 
York, lately of London, will deliver an address on Tuesday 
evening. Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, is expected to 
speak on Thursday. The Rev. W. F. Crafts will give his 
address on “The coming man is the present child,” and 
Mrs. W. F. Crafts will present “The ideal primary class.” 
Tke Rev. Dr. Richard Newton, the Rev. George A. Peltz, 
Presidents Cattell, Wylie, and Hayes, the Rev. Drs. H. W. 
Warren and P. 8. Henson, and other workers of the state, 
are expected. Harrisburg extends a hearty welcome to all 
friends of Sabbath schools throughout the state. Those 
expecting to attend will please notify 8. J. M. McCarrell, 
Harrisburg. 


NORMAL CLASSES. 

—aA normal class has been organized in the First Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church of Decatur, Ill. It meets every 
Thursday evening. 

—In the Presbyterian Church of Central City, and also 
at Black Hawk, Colorado, are union normal classes, both 
conducted by the Rev. R. M. Brown. 

—At the Church of the Covenant, corner of Grand and 
Atlantic Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y., the pastor, the Rev. 











Edward Payson Thwing, conducts a normal class every 
Saturday evening. There are exercises in biblical litera- 
ture, with essays, debates, etc. 

—Mechanicsburg, Penn., has a union normal class, 
which since March 22, 1874, has met once a week for lesson 
study and for the mutual help of Sunday-school workers. 
It meets on Sunday afternoons, in different churches, under 
different leaders, and its average attendance is over two 
hundred. 

—A normal class has been formed in connection with the 
Sunday-school of the East End Presbyterian Church, 
Toronto, Canada. It includes teachers and advanced 
pupils. The pastor conducts it. It meets every week. 
At its sessions forty-five minutes are given to normal class 
work, and as much time more to the next Sunday’s lesson. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—A conversational class for gospel study meets every 
Sunday evening in Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church in 
Philadelphia, Visitors are heartily welcomed, and while 
all are invited to take part, none are called upon to do so. 

—The report of the secretary of the Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation of St. Louis, Mo., shows that the number of Sunday- 
schools in that city is 108, with 1,729 teachers, and 23,832 
scholars, This 1s a gain upon the previous year of seven 
schools and 3,035 scholars, which is largely due to the sys- 
tem of district visitation employed by the Association. 

—The Mission Sunday-school of the First English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Wheeling, West Va., has had a 
novel service on a week-day evening, under the name of 
“The Ceremony of Breaking Little Brown Jugs.” Nine 
distinct seasons of jug-breaking were announced in the 
course of the evening’s exercise——which included in all 
forty-four separate items. The real design of this service 
might be misjudged, were it not that a footnote on the pro- 
sramme gives this statement: “The jugs will be broken by 
the Jug Breaker with his bright hammer, and the contents 
will be poured into shining plates and handed to the Ascer- 
tainers; then, at intervals, the announcement of amounts 
will be made.” In other words, the little jugs were money- 
jugs into which had been put the gifts and collections of 
the scholars for the benefit of the school. The total amount 
reported for the collections of three months was $227.65. 

—The Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school of New Castle, 
Ind., of which Mr. Thomas B. Redding is superintendent, 
employed a novel review exercise at the close of the last 
quarter. For each Sunday of the quarter a blackboard 
exercise had been prepared with colored crayons, upon a 
board three feet square. Upon four other boards of the same 
size, the initial letters of the titles, topics, golden texts, and 
doctrines had been placed. Upon another board three feet 
by six, were the names of those scholars who had committed 
to memory the titles, topics, outlines, golden texts, selected 
verses, and doctrines for the quarter, and who had been 
examined thereon. These seventeen boards were grouped 
together back of the pulpit, forming a pictorial view of the 
work and the successful workers of the school, the whole 
being surrounded by a bordering of evergreens and flowers, 
and measuring twelve feet nine inches in its extreme width, 
by seventeen feet four inches in height. The review boards 
were photographed before their removal, to preserve a me- 
morial of this elaborate exercise. 

—On the last Sunday evening of April, the Baptist 
Sunday-school of Savannah, Ga., celebrated its fiftieth an- 
niversary. The church was decorated with mosses, ever- 
greens, and roses. A floral offering was presented by a 
company of young men, another by a company of maidens, 
still another by the old men, and yet others by the chil- 
dren. Each of these offerings was composed of letters, 
designating severally the names of the classes giving them, 
and when completed, the inscription reaching across the 
audience room was this: 

Young men and maidens, old men and children, 
Let them praise the name of the Lord. 

An historical sketch was read showing that this school 
was the outgrowth of an earlier one which had been known 
as the ‘“‘ Yamicraw Sunday-school,” and which itself was the 
outgrowth of the first Sunday-school in Savannah, founded 


ford, Conn., who was one of the early secretaries of the 


Baptist School, was present, and addressed this jubilee | 
| gathering. 


—The benefit of Sunday-School conventions and of black- 
board exercises is well illustrated in the frequent experi- 
ences of the missionaries of the American Sunday-school 
Union. One of them writing recently from Kentucky says : 
“JT have recently labored in a Sunday-school Convention 
which will result in quite a number of new schools. <A few 
backwoods preachers took part, who said they never were 


in a Sunday-school, though one had been preaching fifteen 
years, They were astonished at the teaching and answers 
of the model class, and the blackboard exercise, bringing 
out the practical applications of the lesson, ‘ Naboth’s 
Vineyard.’ One said: ‘ You've made a big thing out of a 
little; you’ve given a sermon in few words on that’ black- 
board. Children can’t help but get Scripture from that 
teaching. They'll soon know more than us preachers.’ One 
of the residents of another neighborhood said: ‘ You did a 





noble work for us in starting a Sunday-school, and encoura- 
ging our young people to improve themselves. Last winter 
they ran a literary class and a singing-school with their 
Sunday-school. This stopped all their dances, of which 
otherwise they would have had fifty.’” 


—Wednesday, May 23, is this year set apart as Children’s 
Day, in Brooklyn, N. Y. The forty-eighth anniversary of 
the Brooklyn Sanday School Union will then be celebrated. 
The following points of interest concerning the day and its 
services are taken from the Brooklyn Eagle: 

This day is of all others in the year the brightest and most 
attractive in the Brooklyn calendar, and by general consent is 
devoted exclusively to the children, who, to the number of from 
45,000 to 50,000 form in grand processions and with banners and 
emblems march to inspiring music before the admiring gaze of tle 
populace. The city authorities unite with private citizens in giving 
due honor to the oceasion. The delightful celebration has steadily 
increased in popularity, and year by year the juvenile ranks of 
the Sunday-school workers have been reinforced by fresh additions. 
. . . The children will be distributed into seven grand divisions, 
as follows: The Heights Division, Carroll Park Division, Washing- 
ton Park Division, Bedford Division, New York Avenue Division, 
Tompkins Park Division, and Prospect Park Division. Each 
division will be divided into two or more sections, according to its 
strength. There will be little deviation from the programme of 
last year, so far as the distribution of the various Sunday-schools 
is concerned, and the exercises will for the most part be held in 
the same churches. Several schools will be dropped from the 
Prospect Park Division and assigned to other divisions, the com- 
mittee being unanimously of the opinion that the convenience of 
the children will be best served by this arrangement. The exer- 
cises at the Park will also be less imposing than last year, when a 
great expense was incurred. Even after the reductions referred to 
have been made, however, there will be sufficient schools left to 
make a grand demonstration . . . There are at the present time 
one hundred and thirty three schools connected with the Sunday 
School Union, all of which will be fully represented on Anniversary 
Day. Their relative strength of scholars, according to denomina- 
tions, is as follows: Presbyterian, 9,436; Methodist Episccpal, 
9,066; Congregational, 8,303; Baptist, 5,674; Protestant Episco- 
pal, 5,649; Reformed, 2,957; Lutheran, 910; Moravian, 121; 
Friends, 40; not classified, 1,619, making a grand total of 43,775. 
In addition to these there are 4,924 officers and teachers connected 
with the schools, which swells the grand army of Sunday-school 
workers to nearly 50,000. The anniversary of the Eastern District 
schools, which are not connected with this Union, will take place 
the last week in May. 


PERSONAL. 

—Dr. R. M. Bateman, president of the Sunday-school 
Association of Cumberland County, N. J., has removed from 
Cedarville to Red Bank. 

—The Rev. Dr. Charles 8. Robinson, of New York, editor 
of The Illustrated Christian Weekly, and pastor of the 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, is off for a trip to Europe. 

—Mr. Henry Varley is off from England for a visit to 
Australia. His wife and two children accompany him. 
He purposes to be absent about eighteen months, visiting 
meantime all the large towns and cities in Victoria, New 
South Wales, and South Australia, besides Tasmania and 
New Zealand, returning home by way of San Francisco and 
Chicago. 

—On the occasion of the farewell address of the Rev. 
George D. E. Mortimer to the Sunday-school of Christ 
Church, Savannah, Ga., where he had been rector, the scholars 
presented him with a testimonial. One of the articles given 
him was a case of heavy silver knives. The metal used in 
making these knives was silver coin, contributed for this 
purpose by the scholars of the school. 

—Mr. Samuel C. Burdick has resigned the superinten- 
dency of the Sunday-school of the Sixteenth Baptist Church 





| in 1815-16, with Lowell Mason, of musical fame, as its | 
| . _ J 
| superintendent. The Rev. Dr. Edward Lathrop, of Stam- 


of New York City after a continuous term of fourteen years, 
before which he was first a pupil and then a teacher in the 
school. Removal from the city caused his withdrawal at 


this time. The school gave expression to its sense of loss 
| in a series of appropriate resolutions, 

—Wong Ching Foo, the young Chinaman who is trying 
to bring Americans to see the superiority of Buddhism to 
Christianity, has been at work in New York City. He is 
not likely to draw away from their faith those who are 
satisfied with the likeness of their Saviour; but if he 
induces any of the godless unbelievers in New York, or 
| elsewhere, to examine into the claims of some one religion 
or another, he will not have spoken in vain. 


—Professor N. H. Egleston, who has recently opened a 
family school for boys at his heme in Williamstown, Mass., 
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is admirably qualified as an instructor of youth. He was 
formerly of Hartford, Conn.; then for a number of years 
he was settled in Old Stockbridge, Mass. He was foi 
some time connected with Williams College; and he is 
commended as a teacher by Ex-President Hopkins of 
Williams, President Porter of Yale, Professor Brocklesby 
of Trinity College, and other well-known instructors. He 
is assisted in his school by his son, Mr. Melville Egleston. 





THIS AND THAT. 


—_——_»-—— 

—A gratifying sign of prosperity with The Christian at 
Work is the removal of its headquarters from 102 Chambers 
Street to the National Park Bank Building, on Broadway. 
The request of its editors is, that correspondents will 
“remember to address their favors to The Christian at 
Work at the Park Bank Building, 214 and 216 Broadway, 
near Fulton Street, and directly opposite Saint Paul’s 
Church, New York City.” Every converted correspondent 
will be a “Christian at Work” while he is writing out that 
address, and an ingenious Christian also if he gets it all on 
to one envelope. It is pleasant to know, however, that all 
letters addressed to “The Christian at Work” will reach 
the editors “even if directed to the old address.” 


—“Templeton,” the well-informed and judicious Boston 
correspondent of the Hartford Courant, expresses the 
opinion that Mr. Moody’s labors have been most effective 
“with the young, with the female sex, and last, and by no 
means least important, with a class that needs to be 
morally reformed.” In other words, Mr. Moody has 
reached pretty much everybody except the older and more 
respectable male sinners. “Templeton” adds this sensible 
suggestion as to the probable value of the work already 
accomplished : 


The youth of the city are, however, no unimportant factor in its 
population. It will probably be found that by far the largest 
portion of the professing Christians among us were converted in 
boyhood or soon after. It is from the young that the membership 
of the churches is recruited. Among these Mr. Moody’s labors hav: 
directly and indirectly been highly effective. 


—So much is being said of the worth of pencil-marks and 
pen and ink lines on the margins of Bibles, that it is refresh- 
ing to have a word in favor of the possible value of a Bibl 
without note or comment. The Christian Union pleads 
after this fashion for the sparing of the pages of at least one 
Bible in every household : 


We say, At least keep one Bible without a mark. Let it be the 
pure glass without a line or a color, giving you fresh—without 
note or comment, even your own—the thought of God to you 
Have your interleaved Bible for the records of the “ deepest inmost 
of your souls.” It will become daily and yearly more precious to 
you; but the Bible which is to be your life Bible keep as a record 
of the deepest inmost of the soul of God. It is well to keep a 
record of your conversations with Christ, in which there shall be 
put down your questionings and his answers, his questionings and 
your answers; but one book ought to be kept for the voice of 
Christ alone, without the interruption of your thoughts or those of 
any less sacred friend than himself. We speak for one unmarked 


Bible—and it will be the most sacred of all the Bibles in your 
home. 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


———>—__ 


Hester Lenox. By Howe Benning. New York: American 
Tract Society —A very well written story for girls who are in 


the dawn of womanhood. Hester Lenox 1s the daughter of 


wealthy parents, and lives in a very beautiful home. Her 
father is engrossed with business, and her mother devoted to 
fashion. Even her Sunday-school teacher lives a mere sur- 
face life, and chiefly enjoys instructing her girls because they 
are lady-like and “ high-toned,” caring little whether or not 
they find the way to the better home. But Hester and some 


of her companions are restless and dissatisfied. They want 





| both have in common, the reverse of the book noticed above. | 


we Serve,” etc. The fault of this, and of many similar treatises, | Francis Jacox type, who prowl around libraries and absorb 
is that they are too didactic, eontain too much moralizing, and | their contents, and then, in the quiet of the study, re-shape 
are quite too diffuse. Talking about the blessedness of Chris- | the materials they have gathered, and put them into an agree- 
tian work does not always win the reader to believe in it, | able and appetizing form. The present volume is less uniform 
especially if the real pearls of thought are obscured by pages | in merit and style than the author's previous books, skipping 
of well-meant platitudes. The book, we presume, is intended | from De Quincey to Mr. Spurgeon, and from Oxford Univer- 
for all who belong to the Master.—A Hero in the Battle of Life. sity to snuff-taking ; but its several chapters will be found at 
By the author of “ Memorials of Captain Hedley Vicars.” | once amusing and instructive. (12mo, pp. 384. Cloth, $2.00.) 


(Same).—We can best describe this compilation by saying that | 


it is, in all vital points, except the spirit of sincere piety, which 


| In aseries of brief narratives, the author tells how the won- | 








| novel and as a pleasant book of travel. 


to be engaged in nobler work, and to make every one happy. | 


The course of Hester's struggle to find peace, the mistake she 
makes in being anxious to do instead of being content to 


trust, and her final victory, are so graphically told, that the | 


reader's interest never fails. All girls will pronounce this 
book “splendid,” and it will help those of their number who 
are honestly striving to make the most of their opportunities, 
and to bless the world around them. It is not easy to minis- 
ter satisfactorily to this class of readers. Those who succeed 
in doing so, and our author is one, must not only sympathize 
with the spirit of girlhood, but must know something, in a 
practical way, of the lights and shadows of girlish life. (16mo, 
pp. 272. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Servants of Christ. By the author of “A Basket of Barley’ Hours with Men and Books. By William Mathews, LL.D. 


Loaves.” New York: Robert Carter & Brothers —An earnest 


plea addressed to followers of Christ, urging them to greater 
zeal and activity in service. Among the subjects treated are 
‘Weman's Werk,” “ Nature of oar Work,” “ Spirit in which 


| 50 cents.) 


| derful grace of Christ was illustrated in providences which | 


came under her personal observation. That none can ever | 
ask too much, or trust the Lord in vain, is the root idea run- 

ning through every sketch. Bible classes and teachers will 

find this profitable. (Each 18mo, pp. 180, 168. Cloth, sak 
cents.) 


One Quiet Life. By Mrs. J.J. Colter. Boston: D. Lothrop 
& Co—Bound up with “One Quiet Life” is another short 
story, bearing the title, “Neighborly Love.” We cannot 
commend either. They belong to a style of juvenile litera- 
ture of which there is already quite too much. The heroine | 
of the first tale is a self-satisfied little girl, who grows up into 
a lackadaisical young woman, and relates her own sentiments, 
and particularly the course of her love affairs, with a minute- 
ness which is wearisome and unwholesome. We do not 
approve of bringing stories of which love is the central theme 
to the notice of girls who are stillin the schoolroom. The 
second part of the volume is better fitted to an English than 
to an American taste, yet we think few children anywhere 
would get through it without yawning. Probably the proof- 
reader was of our opinion, for never in the same space do we 
remember to have noticed so many astonishing errors in 
spelling and punctuation. (16mo, pp. 108. Cloth, $1.25.) 


Peru. By E. George Squier, M.A. New York: Harper 
& Brothers.—Mr. Squier has been out of the literary field for 
a long time, but the present interesting volume shows that he 
has not forgotten how to write. He is by nature an anti- 
quarian, and in Central America and northern South America 
he has found a good field for his explorations and investiga- 
tions. In Peru he stayed on government business two or 
three years, meanwhile studying the early monuments of the 
country. Every ruin was visited by him, and he took all 
needful notes, besides procuring measurements, sketches, and 
photographs in great number. His account of Lake Titicaca is 
much the fullest that has ever been printed. Everybody knows 
that Peru is a country rich in antiquarian interest, but the 
amount of material collected by Mr. Squier is surprisingly 
large. Parts of the book are devoted to the present condition 
of things; and of Pern, new and old, Mr. Squier gives a dis- 
tinct and seemingly accurate picture. (8vo, pp. 599. Cloth.) 


Out of the Question. By W.D. Howells. Boston: James 
R. Osgood & Co—Mr. Charles Reade has the reputation of 
being a “ masterly analyzer of woman’s heart,” etc. To a cer- 
tain extent this is true, but Mr. Reade only succeeds in de- 
picting the loves and hates of common women with large 
bodies and small abilities. Mercy Vint and Catherine 
are not precisely types of average womanhood. We 


Gaunt 


really 











believe that Mr. Howells, in his field, paints women better 
than Mr. Reade does in his. Mr. Howells’s specialty is the | 
average person of the period, who is neither overwise nor | 
silly, neither an aristocrat nor a plebeian. In this very agree- | 
able little comedy he once more shows us a party of people at | 
a summer hotel, and tells us of their doings, a love-story be- | 
ing the centre of the tale. Some of the scenes are admira- | 
ble, especially the “ slight misunderstanding” between Blake | 
and Miss Bellingham. Young men and maidens will find the | 
book as good as a mirror. (18mo, pp. 183. Cloth, $1.25.) 

Miss Nancy's Pilgrimage. By Virginia W.Johnson. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—This book has merits both as a 
The purpose is ear- 
nest throughout and the characters, though rather unamiable, 
are carefully and truthfully drawn in an easy yet powerful | 
style. The pictures of life in London, Paris, and Rome are 
touched off with a discriminating hand, and there is none of | 
the flippancy and garrulity of description and dialogue that | 


characterizes the narratives of travellers who (as is now rather | - 


the fashion) affect the Frenchified peculiarities of the George | 
Augustus vein. There is no lack of piquancy, however; and 
though cynicism is absent, there is an abundance of the right 
kind of satire, and it is refined by the noble womanly senti- 
ment which pervades the whole book. The book will com 
pare favorably with the best that have yet been placed on 
the list of Harper's “Select Library.” (8vo, pp. 136. Paper, 


Chicago: S. C. Griggs & Co.—This is a very good collection | 
of rambling and readable literary papers. Not one of them 
is great, but not one is devoid of profitable interest. Pro- 
fessor Mathews is ene of those useful literary workers, of the 


Deephaven. By Sarah O. Jewett, Boston: James R. Os- 
good & Co.—The picturesque elements in New England life 
have never received full justice in American literature. The 
number of novels devoted to that ancient and individual sec- 
tion is comparatively small, and the field is to a large extent 
uncultivated. The present book is a very agreeable addition 
to the sketch-book literature of the Eastern States. It is a 
collection of descriptive chapters concerning an antiquated 
and decayed old seaport town, which we take, from interna] 
evidence, to be York, Me. The queer and delightful old place, 
and its equally quaint inhabitants, are described in a style 
which combines accuracy, elegance, simplicity, and a sort of 
quiet but enjoyable humor. (18mo, pp. 255. Cloth, $1.25.) 





Oliver Cromwell. 


By E. H. Knatchbull-Hugessen, M. P. 
New York: Harper & Brothers.—The volumes in Harper & 
Brothers’ pretty and cheap little “‘ Half-Hour Series” seem to 
be chosen at hap-hazard, but they have all been good, thus far. 
The last is a vindication of the Great Protector, by Mr. 
Knaéchbull-Hugessen, who is by turns parliamentarian and 
juvenile story-teller. As an historcal controversidlist he also 
approves himself. Here in America, we have always been 
accustomed to give Cromwell his dues, but in England the 
cavalier element has always been strong enough to put him 
under a certain ban. Mr. Knatchbull-Hugessen shows how 


unjust is this animadversion. (32mo, pp. 108. Paper, 20 
cents.) 


The Bridal Souvenir. Compiled by the Rev. Samuel Cutler. 
Boston : Lockwood, Brooks & Co.—This is a neat compilation 
of choice prose and poetic extracts upon the institution of 
marriage. The compiler has drawn his material from a wide 
range of good writers. The volume is appropriately bound 
in white and gold, and is suitable as an inexpensive bridal 
gift. It is to be regretted that a better certificate of marriage 
has not been inserted in the volume, if, indeed, it is the better 
for having any. And yet the book with a good certificate 
would be a desideratum with ministers seeking a neat 
memento for those whom he marries. (18mo, pp. 62. Cloth, 
60 cents.) 


Life for a Look. By the Rev. A. H. Holloway. New 
York: The Authors’ Publishing Company.—The author of 
this little book is an earnest writer, and he has the ability of 
putting his earnestness into clear, forcible language. In this 
pamphlet he directs both the converted and the unconverted to 
the consideration of the following topics: “God's Estimate of 
Humanity ;” “‘ How God feels towards Man ” “ Why Chris 
came into the World;” and “A Complete Salvation.” Mr. 
Holloway also shows the unconverted man, in a plain, com- 
mon-sense way, what he must do to be saved. (Sq. 16mo, pp. 
62. Paper.) @ oer Oe 

Poems of Places. Edited by Henry W. Longfellow. Italy : 
3 vols.—Mr. Longfellow’s collection of poetry of locality is 
spinning out into quite a little library ; but it is by far the 


| most complete anthology of the kind ever produced. The 


editor’s omissions have scarcely been noticeable, and yet he has 
included little or no rubbish. The present three volumes are 
devoted to sunny Italy, and are charming all through. More 
of the writers are American than in previous volumes of the 
series; and there are many translations from Latin or Italian 
authors. (18mo, pp. 278, 262, 256. Cloth, $1.00.) 


Songs of Beulah, By the Rev. 8S. L. Harkey and J. M. 
sarringer. Philadelphia: Lee & Walker.—In this book an 
effort has been made to set such old church hymns to music as 
would be popular with children, and the authors have, in 
some instances, succeeded well. The music is pleasing with- 
out being difficult or very striking. While lacking variety, 
because the music is really all by one writer, there are never- 
theless a few pieces in the book which will probably help its 


al 


Frolic and Her Friends. By Mrs. M. F. Butts. New York: 


| American Tract Society—Florence Stanton was only five 


years old. They called her Floy and Frolic, and all about 
her ways and pets and friends is told in this little story by 
lady who knows how children talk, and what they love to do 


Mothers will be glad to read“ Frolic” to their little folks 


| the nursery, and it will be a favorite with the youngest 


scholars in the Sunday-school. (16mo, pp. 144. Cloth, 7€ 


cents.) 


Two Lilies. By Julia Kavanagh. New York: D. Apple- 
ton & Co.—This 1s a quiet, pleasantly written novel with a 
crowd of sketchily drawn characters, common-place dialogue 
and no plot te speak of. (12me, pp. 443. Cloth.) 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests of our readers will guide 
us in making further notice.) 


Kina’s Hate-Soverrtan; or, Pains and Gains. By 
the author of “ Elsie: A Lowland Sketch.” Illus- 
trated. 16mo, pp. 316. Cloth, $1.25, New York: 
‘ Robert Carter & cteee. (For sale by the Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication.) 


Earty Eneranp, up to the Norman Conquest. By 
Frederick York-Powell. With Maps. (Half-Hour 
Series.) 32mo, pp. 198. Paper, 25 conta. New 
York: Harper & Brothers, (For sale by J, B. Lip- 
pincott & Co.) 


Peries Causentes; or, Elementary English and 
French Conversations, By Achille Motteau, Illus- 
trated. limo, pp. 150. Cloth. New York: D. Ap- 
pee & Co, (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & 
laffelfinger.) 


Two Women. 1862, A Poem. By Constance Feni- 
more Woolson, (Re sprinted from Appleton’s Jour- 
nal.) 16mo,pp 92, Cloth. New York: D. Appleton 
& Co. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffel- 
finger.) 


Neviir’s Secret; or, Brown's Alley and Sunnyside. 
By M. M. Pollard. Illustrated. 16mo, pp. 172. 
Cloth, $1.00. New York : Robert Carter & Brothers, 
(For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion.) 


\ Textr-Boox or Harmony: 
and Students, By Charles Edward Horsley. 12mo, 
pp. 89. Cloth. New York: Harper & Brothers. 

For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


For the Use of Schools 


ENGLAND A CONTINENTAL Power, 
ton. (Half-Hour Series.) 32mo, pp.116. Paper, 25 
cents, New York: Harper & Brothers. (For sale 
by J. B. Lippineott & Co.) 


A Novel. By Mrs. H. Lovett 
Cameron. Illustrated, 8vo, pp, 130. Paper, 50 
cents. New York: Harper & Brothers, (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


By Ye Creigh- 
Junrter’s GuARDIAN, 


Tue Cruise or tne “ Coartencer.” By W. J, J. Spry, 
K.N. With Map and Illustrations, 12mo, pp. 388. 
Cloth, New York: Harper & Brothers, (For sale 
by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


\nnvat Recorp or Science AND INpusTRY FOR 1876. 
Edited by Spencer F. Baird, 12mo, pp. 609. Cloth. 
New York: Harper & Brothers, (For sale by J. B. 
Lippincott & Co.) 


Tur Wire's Trias. A Love Story. By Miss Julia 
Pardoe. 8vo, pp. 188. Paper, 75 cents, Philadel- 
phia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 


Perrenotut’s Newspaper Directory AND ADVERTISER'S 
Hanp-Book, 1877. 8vo, pp. 334, Cloth, $1.00. New 
York; 8. M, Pettengill & Co. 


Tur Scnoot Sona Book. By C. Everest. 
Pp. 176, Boston: Oliver Ditson & Co. 
by J. FE, Ditson & Co.) 


Boards. 
(For sale 
Music. 

Witt we Lerrer erine me Sapness? Words by 
Samuel A. Mitchell, music by Charlie Baker, Cin- 

cinnati: F. W, Helmick. 
Pamphlets and Tracts. 

Premium Tract. Nos, 1-5.—The Church of the 
New Testament the Church of All Time; A Baptist 
Church Radically Different from Pedo- tist 
Church; Faith before Church-Membership; The 
Pernicious Effects of the Practice of Infant Baptism ; 
influence and Effects of Infant Baptism, Philadel- 
phia: American Baptist Publication Society. 

The Development of Baptist Principles in Rhode 
Island, By the Rey. ©, E. Barrows, Philadelphia: 
\merican Baptist Publication Society. 

The Relation of Baptism to the Lord's Supper. 


By the Rev. H. L. Gear, Philadelphia: American 
Baptist Publication Society. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


“Sonas or BEULAR, ” the new Sunday- 
school singing book, 35 cents; $30 per 100. 
Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut Street, Phila. 

Tur “ Food for the Lambs,” published in 
Springfield, Ill, by Edwin A. Wilson, is one 
of the best little papers issued in this coun- 
try, if the kind words spoken for it by very 
many of the dear friends who have charge of 
the little folks in our Sunday-schools mean 
anything. 


A ~uxurRy as well as a necessity. Dr. 
Hooper speaks of Cocoa “as admirably adapt- 
ed for the sick, while for those in health it 
isa luxury.” All grocers sell that prepared 
by Walter Baker & Co., which will be found 
wnexcelled by any foreign or domestic manu- 
facture. 

On application to the Depository, 1512 
Chestnut Street, Phila., a descriptive cata- 
logue of the Bible helps by the American 
'ract Society, New York, will be sent free. 
iminent judges say our Bible Text-Book, 
Companion to the Bible, Concordance, Sacred 
(feography, Bible Dictionary. Bible 
ure the best issued anywhere, 


Maps, 
The Society’s 
Teachers’ Bible has no superior. 


Mrs. T. De Wirr TaumageE writes: “I 
have in my family a Sewing Machine which 
for excellence in all departments cannot be 
excelled. It is light running, requiring 
little physical force to propel it. The ma- 
chinery, so simple in construction that a 
child could learn to manage it, and the 
attachments so complete that the most 








THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES. 








chuboepte as well as the most simple work 
can be done in an unexceptionable manner. 

“The one attachment of the Braider alone | 
is invaluable ; so perfect is the arrangement 
that the most intricate pattern can be | 
braided by a child, better than could be done | 
by the hand work of an experienced work- 
man. 

“The cases are also beautiful pieces of 
furniture. I would advise any one in need 
of a good family Sewing Machine to purchase | 
a ‘ Domestic.’ 

“Mrs. T. DeWirr TaLMaGe.” 


SPECIAL NOTICES, 


Either mailed post free for 15 cts. or all for 50 cts. | 


—250 assorted decalcomanie pictures —50 mixed 
Gem Chromos—10 Chromo Scripture Motto Cards 
—3 Fine 6x8 Oil Chromos—write Henry 8. Date, 
Cc Chie ago, Ill. 





Given Away!—In order that every one may see 
samples of their goods, J. L. Parren & Co,, of 162 Wil- 
liam Street, N. Y., will send a handsome pair of 6x8 


Chromos, and a ‘copy of the best 16-page literary | 
| paper now published, to any reader of this paper | 


who will send them two3-cent stamps to pay m ae | 
expenses 


ImporTANT TO Persons VistTinG New Youx.—( me of | 


the best kept and most convenient hotels for Mer- | 


chants and others to stop at when in New York is the 
Grand Union Hotel, nearly opposite the Grand Cen- 
tral Depot, kept on the a plan—you there- 
fore only pay for what you Ev me tg is first 
class, and prices moderate, ined to the stringency 
of the times. You save the expense of carriage hire, 
and by leaving your baggage check at the counter of 
the Hotel, your baggage will be delivered in your 
rooms, fifteen minutes after the arrival of the cars, 
free of expense. We advise you to give the Grand 
Union a trial. 


THE PERMANENT 


ateationl iin, 


MAIN BUILDING, 
CENTENNIAL GROUNDS, 


Will be + po on and after May 10th, 1877, with a well- 
classified arrangement of exhibits, so displayed as 
be er ag the advantageous inspection and study 
of them 


Ores and Minerals, 
Glass and Ceramics, 
Artistic Furniture, 2°. 
Household Articles, 
Manufacturing Processes, 
And Chemical Products. 
Special collections of 
Educational Appliances, 
Philosophical Apparatus, 
Engineering Models, 
And innumerable articles showing the 
Fine and Industrial Arts, 


Tue Decorative AND THE UseruL. 


In a few words, Twenty Acres of selected natural 
or industrial products, representing the skillful 
achievements of mankind in 


All Parts of the World. 


A grand Music Sranp, occupying the north end of 
the main transept, has seats for a chorus of twenty- 
five hundred persons, and Organ or other 


Concerts 


Will be given ArreRNoons 
Grand Diorama of 


Washington at Yorktown 


Is shown without extra charge, also a life-like tab- 
leau of the signing of the 





AND Eventines. The 


Declaration of Independence. 


The Price of Admission is 25c. 


The visitor may, without extra charge, visit the 
Industrial Art Museum in Memorial Hall, Horticul- 
tural Hall, and the Botanical Garden, returning (with- 
out further payment) to the Permanent Exhibition. 

All desirable conveniences have been provided in 
the way of Waiting-rooms, Baggage-rooms, Lunch 
Counter, and Dining-Room in the Department of 
Public Comfort. 


The best place for Excursion Parties to be found 


in America. 
D. TORREY, 
General Agent. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpful te 


both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is— 


enly 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CEN NTS yer ra Specimen 
Number, and be 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, ‘Pablishers. 20: 805 
Broadway, New York. 
BABYLAND. Largest Profits Yet. 
A PICTORIAL MAGAZINE. 
SPECIMEN FREE @cTa A YEAR FOR AGENCY, 
SEND TO D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 


WIDE AWAKE, 

AU ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 

ORK YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE FAMILY, 
63.0045 YEAR, 80 CTS. 4 NUMBER. 





- 
AGENTS WaNTzD. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


A HO MELIKE Deardine School for Young toon. 
E. HINDS, 4 A. A. M., He Hempstead, L. L. _ $200 to $250. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
by the late Hon. J Diehl in his lectures on 
ental and Bibie hs, for sale, Address, 
MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 
& Union Square, New York. 
ANTED.—In a Philadelphia Private School, 
Young Man in the capacity of Minor Tutor, , 
who will receive for his services instructic + in the 
higher branches and classics. Address, T. Brantly 
| Langton, West Penn Square Academy. ° 


Mi CHARTS Cogrymes RELICS, etc., used 


| BNGL ISH AND CLASSICAL SCHOOL FOR BOYs. 
tev. N. H. Egleston, with competent assistance, 
takes charge of the education of a few boys at his 
home in Williamstown, Mass 
| CIRCULARS SENT ON APPL ICATION, 


OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education, For 
circulars, address, 
MRS. J. A, BOGARDUS, Principal. 


ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 

PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 

Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 

| dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 

hia, Rey. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
imes. Send for circulars to 

CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 

Washington Heights, lil. 


American and Foreign 
TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 


23 Union Square (Broadway side), New York, 


§ — Principals for Public Schools, Academies, 

Boarding Schools, Professors, Tutors, and 
Governesses ; gives information of good Schools to 
Parents. 

Twelve years’ successful experience in the 
management of “American School Institutes” 
affords superior facilities for meeting any demand. 

For information apply to MISS M. J. YOUNG. 


~ - 








MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AGREAT OFFER !!.% stain 
. A these Hard Times 
of 100 PIANOS &O RGANS, new and 
chnaadbaand of first-class soe including 
WATERS? at lower prices for cash or Install- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’? GRAND UARE and 
UPRIGHAT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOILR ) are 
os BEST MADE, 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
do $160 not usedayear. ‘2°? Stop Organs 
$50, 4Stops $58. 7 Stops S6S. 8 Stops $75. 10 
Stops $88, 12 Stops $100 cash, not used a year 
in perfect order and warranted. LOCAL an 
TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discount/o Teachers, 
Ministers,Churches,ete, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 34th St., Union square, N.Y. 





$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


ASON & HAMLI 
| CABINET ORGANS.” 


HIGHEST AWARDS AT 


FOUR 
apg EXPOSITIONS 


S, ‘Vienna, Santiago 20, 
ar . 1873; 


1875; 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 


Onry Oneans assignep First Rank at Canrenntat, 
Great variety of styles at prices which would be impossible for 
work of such 7 without unequaled facilities for manufacture. 
EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 


Five cota tqvanesieestoree™ $100 
F've octave or 1 14 


an, nine stops, 
ix celeste, as 

Sold also FS, ssp he or quarterly payments, or rented until 
rent pays. <A superior organ may now be purchased by the easy 
payment of $1.20 per quarter for ten quarters, Catalogues free, 


MASON & HAMLIN ORCAN CO. 
154 Tremont St. 25 Union Sq. 250 Wabash Ave. 
BOSTON, NEW YORE, CHICAGO. 











LATHES with Cireularand Jig- 
Saw Attachments — 
$9 to $100 each. 


Fleetw . 

SCROLL SAWS fe tcmcpn: 

Barnes’, Dexter, Centennial, and 

Beach’s’ Parlor— 70c. to $30 each. 
Sorrento Saws, Carv- 
ing Toolsand Designs. 
TOOL for Amateurs, Machin- 
AA +. ps Ag bw mmo Cab- 
ne ers, and ev epart- 

ment of Mechanical  aeome, 


with best quality of too’: 
pn phe Ew Ty of tools 


TALLMAN & MCF ADDEN, 


TOOL DEPOT, 
607 Market Street, Pai sislphia, Pa. 





i 
| 
| 








yf ages ah CARDS, 20 styles, with name 10 cts” 
post paid. GEO. I. REED &'CO., Nassau, N. Y 
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Now Ready. 


elcome Tidings 


SUNDAY SCHOOL “SONGS, 
LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY, 
Including the latest HIYWMINS and MUSIC of 
P. P. BLISS. 


Now ready and for sale by the principal Booksellers 
and Music Dealers all over the land. 








Every Sunday-school should have 


WELCOME TIDINGS 


It comprises talent never before found in a singl 
colleetion, and is not equaled for variety, both in 
Words and Music. If your bookseller does not sell 
it, send at once to either of the Publishers. 

This is the only new Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. Bliss, or in which they have any in- 
terest. 


160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style, in Board 
Covers, 30 per 100; 35 cents by Mail. 


One copy sent by mail, in paper covers, as soon as pub- 
lished, on receipt of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
76 East 9th Street, 66 West 4th Street, 
NEW YORK. CINCINNATI. 





AGENTS WANTED. 





AA ° 77 a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
a] P. O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., » Augusta, Maine. 











a week in your own town. Terms and $ out» 
fit free. H. Hauierr & Co., Portland, Maine. 


1g SS a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- 
SON & SMITH, | New York City. 


t r day at home. ‘ie worth $- 
Oo ree. Srinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 


aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
free. Samples, 25 cents. , 
$10.0 & CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 











lamp goods, NO PEDE G. Salary liberai, busi- 
ness permanent. Hoteland traveling expenses paid. 
MRIEOS. Ae CO., 264 Main St., Crvcmnatt, hans 


GENTS WANTED for the Full ep of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America. Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 

talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 
cack and portrait of P. P. a; ete. 720 pages, 13 
engs. Price, $2. Sells at ro For best terms ever 
heard of, address H. S. GOO. DSPEED & CO., 14 Bar- 
clay Street, New York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


ps ANTED MEN %* ae ‘uachaneape nd 


MEMOIR OF 


P. P. BLISS, 


By Major D. W. Whittle, 


ASSISTED BY 


D. L. MOODY, IRA D. SANKEY, REV. 
DR. GOODWIN, GEORGE F. 
ROOT, and others, 


WITH STEEL ENGRAVINGS OF 


Mr. and Mrs. Bliss and Two Children. 
POST-PAID, $2.00. 
Agents Wanted Everywhere. 


A. S. BARNES & CO., 


NEW YORK AND CHICAGO. 





83 PRINTING PRESS 


Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
any press. Larger sizes for large work. 
Do your own printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young or old. Can be 
| made a money making business any- 
AL where. Send 3c. stamp for large cata- 


logue to KELSEY & CO,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn. 


EXCURSIONS OF 1877 


Now is the time to make arrangements - 


GREENWOOD GROVE, 


Situated on the line of the Westchester and Phila- 
delphia Railroad. No charge for the use of grounds. 
Rates as follows: Sabbath-schools, 25 cents; other 
parties—adults, 40 cents, children, 20 cents. Arrange- 
ments can be made at Depot, 3lst and Chestnut Sts. 


MONEY WANTED. 


10 Per Cent. Interest. 


Secured by improved farm and city property worth 
triple the loan at bed rock values, besides insurance 
on buildings. For particulars and references address 


H. B, SMITH, LACROSSE, WISCONSIN, 








ae 


Ee eee wma den 


». oe 
Matte pet 


Es oar 


: 
a 
& 

) 
¢ 

















May 19, 1877.] 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


BIGLOW & MAIN'S 


Chicago Branch 
REMOVED TO 


73 Randolph St, Chicago 


For the convenience of our patrons in the West, 
this Branch keeps a full assortment of our publica- 
tions, embracing our New Sunday School Song Book, 


WELCOME TIDINGS, c 
BRIGHTEST AND BEST, ROYAL DIADEM, PURE 
GOLD, WINNOWED HYMNS, BOOK OF 
PRAISE, GOSPEL HYMNS, ETC., 


SOLD AT NEW YORK PRICES. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth St., New York, 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT. 


“HEAVENWARD.” 


A new collection of Sacred Songs for the Sunday- 
school, by JAMES R. MURRAY, P. P. BLISS, and 





others, including the best Hymns and Music of the | 


late 


P. P. BLISS. 


The many admirers of Mr. Bliss’s music should 
remember that 
“HEAVENWARD” 

will be the ONLY new Song Book containing his 
BEST and most popular songs, The book has been 
compiled and edited by JAMES R. MURRAY, who 
was an intimate friend and musical companion of 
Mr. Bliss for many years, and will be found aworthy 
tribute to the worth of one of whom the editor says: 
“ All who have sung and been helped by his music 
shall seek in vain for his like among the living.” 

It is confidently expected that the combination of 
talent secured in the compilation of “HEAVEN- 
WARD” will produce a work never before equaled 
for Sunday-school purposes, and destined to attain 
a popularity second to no work of the kind ever 
before published. 

The Ly~ D 
style, printed on fine tinted paper, containing 160 
pages, and will be sold at 35 cents, by mail. $30.00 
per hundred, by express, in board covers. Sample 
copy in paper covers sent on receipt of 25 cents. 
Orders now received, and will be filled in turn, 
Ready soon. To be sold by BOOK AND MUSIC 
DEALERS generally. 

$. BRAINARD’S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, 0. 





MUSIC BOOKS. 

Will be the brightest 
thing out. For Camp 
Meetings, Praise 
Meetings, Noon Meet- 
ings, Tabernacle Meet- 
ings and the Murphy 


Temperance Meetings. 
Be ready for it! 


Shining River, 35c. 
Good News, 35c. 
Choral Praise, 25c. 
For High Schools, 
Academies, Semina- 
ries, Colleges. First- 
class books. The last 
is also for Singing 


Schools, and the first 
is for Female Voices. 


STAINER & BARRETT’S 


DICTIONARY 


OF MUSICAL TERMS. 
Either book mailed, post free, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO. J. E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Successors to Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadel phia. 


New Musical Dramas. 


RUTH, THE GLEANER. | LAST WILL AND TESTA- 

By J. A, Butterfield. MENT. 

*An American Operain} , By Kart Merz 
5 acts, worthy the study A sparkling amateur 
of real artists, yet not be- | Operetta, for Gunes or 
yond the reach of capable | Concert rooms. Full of 


Mrs. Van Cott’s 


PRAISE BOOK. 
(In Press.) 35 cts. 


Three Shining S. S. 
Song books. Those 
who don’t use them 
will miss a great deal. 
The last is for Episco- 
pal Schools. 


The School Song Book, 60. 
The High School Choir, $1. 
The Encore, 75¢. 


This magnificent 
Encyclopedia daily in- 
creases in favor. Best 
book of reference 
published, Price, $5. 





amateurs, Particulars wit and spirited music. 
sent free. Sample copy, Needs no special per 
in paper, $1.00, tume. Specimen copy, 





$1.00. Circulars free. 


Palmer’s Theory of Music. 


A book for every teacher and student, A clear 
and Simple guide to musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. It covers the whole ground m a manner so 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
pupil. Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid. 
PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 


Mr. H. R. Palmer was: the originator of the class 
of books of which this is the latest and. by all odds, 
the best. Over 200,000 copies of his * SONG KING’’ 
were sold. “* SONG HERALD” wili domore. It is an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes. 


Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. 


Specimen and full particulars of Church’s Musical 


Visitor, containing $2.00 worth of new music, reading 
matter, etc., will be sent free on receipt of postage. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 
805 Broadway, New York. 


ook will be of our usual Sunday-school | 
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tion, Examination Paper, ete., 
Press. 


The process is so simple and plain that it may be worked 
hiy by any office boy, at the rate of from 300 to 500 


suecessfu 


copies an hour and at a very small cost, 


BUSINESS MEN 


IN 
ALL DEPARTMENTS 
find it invaluable, and a ready means of ad- 
vertising. 
CLERGYMEN 
AND 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
Are using it with great success in producing 
Orders of Exercises, Charts, Invitation Cards, 
Cireular Letters, etc 


Zuccato’s Patent Papyrograph. 


Over 1000 Autograph copies can be made from one Writing, 
| Design, Engraving, Notice, oe Review, Price List, Specifica- 
oy the use of an ordinary Copying 







e 


We have hundreds of testimonials as to its economy and great practical use. 


| J. V. Farwell & Co., of Chicago, IIL, say: “ We are now using four Class A sets of Zuccato’s Patent Papyro- 


graph for multiplying copies of letters in our handwriting to our customers 


We find it simple and 


| perfect in its operation, and that it comes fully up to what we were led to believe by the representa- 


tions of the agent 
A. S. Barnes & Co., of New York, say: 
convenience and usefulness of your Papyrograph. 


“We concur with the many favorable opinions as to the 


We think it is all you have ever claimed for it, and 


we think there can hardly be a business where it will not become a necessity, when once it has been 


used.” 

Dr. J. H. Vincent writes us 
the Papyrograph. 

} 

circulars, cards, ete. 
| time he gives me as many copies as I call for. 
| of strength and money. 
| in one.” 
Send for circular and catalogue of prices. 


$24.50. 


| The attention of Sun- 
day-school  superintend- 
ents is invited to the new 
“ ECONOMICAL LIBRARY,” 
containing 5 Olarge 16mo 
volumes, nearly 14,000 
‘pages, bound in most 
durable style, and put up 
in a neat case. Fifty 
catalogues are furnished 
with each Jabrary for 


the use of the scholars. 


| It is believed that this Library, in 
| point of literary excellence, durability, 
|and cheapness, is far superior to any- 
| thing ever offered. Send for descrip- 
| tive circular to 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


| 
| PUBLISHERS, 
| 
| 


Tol BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


NEARLY READY 
. 
THE GOSPEL INVITATION: 

Sermons related to the Boston Revival of 1877. 

12mo, Cloth. $1.50. 

This book, which includes discourses by nearly 
| twenty of the most prominent clergymen of Boston 
and vicinity, representing the leading denomina- 
tions, cannot fail to interest and benefit Christians, 
of whatever name. LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., 
Publishers, BOSTON. 


| “ia 
War in Europe! 
| BISMARCK ; Bis, Authentic Biography, 


| randa. Introduction by Bayarp Tayior, graphic and 
| entertaining. Full of aneedote, wit, romantic inci- 
dent, and great historical events. Profusely illus- 
trated with actual sketches from Bismarck’s life— 
home, student, political and battle-scenes, portraits, 
landscapes, etc. This Life of Europe’s greatest 
statesman is just the book for the times, delineating 
as it does all the famous Rulers, Generals, and 
Diplomats—co-actors with Bismarck. Special Can- 
| vassers wanted to supply the urgent demand for this 
| live book. Good pay. Circulars free, 

Write to J. B. FORD & CO., New York. 


S * of any design or pattern 

v0. made to suit the class or 
schoo) at short notice. 

A S of all kinds, made to order or te let for 

| L decorating purposes. Orders by mail 

promptly attended to. W.H,. LOTHROP, Wall Street 

Ferry, Brooklyn, N. Y. Temts for camp-meetings 

| for sale or to let. 


Savings and Collection Box for Sunday Schools, 


Money raised easily for 8. 8. and Church work by us- 
| ing this box. Superintendents and Pastors endorse it 
| im highest terms, nd “would uot be vichout them.” 
30,000 SOLD IN 90 DAYS. 








Prices: 3c. each, or $8.00 per hundred. No. 1 holds 
Sic.; No. 2, $1.00; No, 3, $5.00. 
| M.W. Smith, 35 Clark St.,. Chicago, IU. 


Send 6e. for 100 page Catalogue 
of Presses, Type, Cuts, &c. Presses 
from $3 to $150, Lilustrated In- 
structions worth $1 


h $1. 
GORHAM & CO,, Bosten, Mags, 





“T do not hesitate to give an enthusiastic testimonial of the value of 
It is one of the greatest inventions of the age for Sunday-school superintendents, the 
Sunday-school teacher, the normal class, the pastor. 


I have used it for notices, outlines of lessons, 


I write out what I want, pass the sheet over to my boy of thirteen, and in a short 
e likes the work, and the instrument is a great saving 
Every minister should own a machine. 


Every Sunday-sehool should invest 


THE PAPYROGRAPH CO., 43 and 45 Shetucket Street, Norwich, Conn. 
W. H. LATHROP, Agent, 134 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


CROWELL’S 
Sunday-School Libraries 





No. 1. 30 Vols. 18mo_............-~..$10 00. 
No. 2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 50. 
No. 3. 15 Vols. 16mo 12 50. 





T. Y. CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


AND 


THACHERS 


SEND TO THE 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 
No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 


For everything needed in your work. Library 
Books—Choice selections, Sunday-school 
Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
bles, ete. 
G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Deposi' 


Moody’s Talks on Temperance, 


Containing D. L. Moody’s Boston Sermons, Talks 
and Anecdotes on Temperance, together with Lnci- 
dents and Illustrations in connection with the Taber- 
nacle work, Testimony of Living Witnesses, the Pro- 
ceedings of the New England Gospel Temperance 
Convention, with Lecture by John B. Gough, and 
Addresses by Rey. T. L. Cuyler and Miss F. E. 
Willard, 

Embellished with a fine steel engraving of Mr. 
Moody. 12mo, 250 pages, price $1 in neat cloth bind- 
ing; papers covers, 50 cents. 

AGEs TS WANTED, to whom a liberal discount 
will be given. Sent by mail on receipt of price, 

Address J, N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 


NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 





Primary Teacher’s Manual. 
For Sunday-School Workers. 
By Mrs. Auice W. Knox. 


For the assistance of those already using the class 
system, and the many others wishing to introduce 
it, this Manual has been specially prepared, The 
suggestions it contains, however, will be found 
equally helpful to all Primary Class Teachers in the 
Sunday-school. 

In a clear, compact and forcible manner, Mrs. 
Knox explains the system, and gives the results of 
twenty years of careful observation and successful 
experience as a religious teacher of the little folks. 

It contains a chapter on “ Order,” contributed by 
Mrs. Wm. Gallagher (Miss F. H. McC.), of Chicago; 
A Plan of Review, by Mrs. Maria L. Seymour, of 
New York; and a chapter on “Music,” by Miss 
Jennie B. Merrill, of New York. 

The Appendix contains a series of Suggestive Les- 
sons on Bible History, and The Four Foundations, 
as arranged by Mrs. Knox, and a Primary Catechism 
on Bible Persons, arranged in periods, by Mrs. Mary 
G. Rice. 18mo0, Cloth. 40 cents. 
FIRST LESSONS FOR PRIMARY CLASSES ON 

BIBLE PERSONS, 

Arranged in Periods, with simple Questions and 
Answers. By Mrs.®Mary G. Rice, 18mo, paper. 
3 cents; 100 copies, $2.50, Published and for sale by 
The American Sunday School 

Union. 
A. Kirxpartrick, 1122 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, 
G. 8, Scorrenp, 8 and 10 Bible House, New York. 
J. A. Crow.ey, 7 Beacon Street, Boston, 
W. R. Port, 73 Randolph St-, (near State St.), Chicago. 
8S. Paxson, 207 N. Sixth Street, St. Louis. 


SPECIAL 8, §. BOOK SPORE! 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES, and all modern 
requirements in the conducting of Sunday Schools. 
Church and Pastors’ mental aids in service and study. 

Hymn-Books, Maps, Marriage Certificates, Cards, 
Class Books, &c. 


U. D. WARD, 
150 Nassau St. (up stairs), New York. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


sBNT FREE 
To Sunday School Workers. 


I will mail gratuitously to any reader of The 
Sunday School Times sending me a one cent stamp 
for postage a valuable collection of Scripture Texts 
for Christian workers, The texts are arranged as 
follows: The Need of Salvation (6 texts) God's Com- 





Eu 





| mand (2); Man’s Guilt (19); God Ready to Save (10); 


The Divine Provision (8); The Necessary Conditions 
(10); The Invitation Extended (10); Who are Invited 


| (14); The Invitation Urgent,(14); Work of the Holy 
| Spirit (7); Obstacles (14); Doubting (18); Backsliding 





(8); Accepting the Invitation (13); Duties (14); En- 
couragements (23), making 190 texts under 16 differ- 
ent headings. These have been found very useful 
to a great many Sunday-school teachers and workers 
at the Tabernacle meetings in Boston and elsewhere. 
If more than one is wanted, send an additional one 
cent ery for each copy desired. A list of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons for 1878 also sent 
free, if requested. 


EBEN SHUTE, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


Tae 


POCKET TY MINAL, 


25 Cents. $20 per I00. 


200 Choice Hymns 


FROM THE “HYMNAL.” 


To meet the call for a cheap and portable Hymn 
Book for use in 


Mission Work, 
Social Meetings, and 
Sabbath Schools, 
The Board has prepared the above, bound in Flexi- 


ble Leather, strong and neat, and are prepared to 
fill orders. 




















Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintendent, 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


CHRITIAN UNION 


HXTRAS. 


No. l. OUR CHURCH WORK: A Series of pa- 


ers by the Rey. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., D.D., on 
Church Work. Setting forth in three articles: 
Ingathering, Training, and Work, the methods 
adopted by the Church of the “ Holy Trinity,» 
(New York City,) and the results attained. 


No, 2, HOW T6 STUDY THE BIBLE, by the 


Rev. Lyman Abbott. In four articles: Means of 
Study; Methods; More about Methods; and 
Studying the Sunday-School Giving 
plain and practical directions to Sun lay-school 
teachers and other lay students of the Bible what 
books to get, and Bible 
study. 


No. 3. HENRY WARD BEECHER LN THE WEST 


(with Steel-plate Engraving of Mr. Beecher). 
Comprising a brief account of his Western Trip, 
together with “ Notes by the Way,” in which he 
has given sketches of the people and places on 
his route. 

THE CHRISTIAN UNION is a comprehensive Family 
Religious Newspaper. ‘Terms, $3.00 per year, post- 
age prepaid. To Clergymen, $2.50. To new subh- 
scribers on trial for three months, 75 cents, Send 
for Sample Copy. 


Lesson, 


how to tise them in 


437~ Sent post-paid on receipt of 15 cents. or any 
two numbers for 25 cents. Address 
HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 
27 Park Piacre, New York. 





By the Author of “Stepping Heavenward.” 

Of the HOME AT GREYLOCK ‘he 
** London Independent” says: ** We 
know no writer so intensely relig- 
ious in every thought and motive, 
and withal so winningly sweet, so 
thoroughly readable. In this story 
of family life and love the very at- 
mosphere is spiritual ; yet no one, 
however woridly, could complain 
of duliness.”’ 


Anson D. F. Randolph «& Co., 
900 Broadway, cor. 20th St., New York. 
Sent by mail, prepaid, on the receipt of $1.50. 








N. TIBBALS & SONS, 37 Park Row, New York, 
would say: Ist. Their T'heology Department has no 
equal. 2d. Their Sunday-school Department has the 
best and latest Books from all the Sunday-school 
publishers. Also, 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Books 
sold only by tion. Best book on Moody and 
others. Send for particulars and catalogues. 
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PUBLICATIONS. 





Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 


Webster’s Dictionary. 


Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of Money, Weights and Measures; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
ete., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern “>i es. MoroccoTucks. Gilt 
Edges. By Mail on receipt of $1 00. 
For sale by all dealers, 


Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co, 


Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


THE WATCHMAN. 


YOUNG MEN’S 
Christian Association Semi-Monthly. 


ENLARGED and IMPROVED. 
12 Pages—48 Colwmns—20,000 Copies 
Monthly. Only One Dollar a Year. 
24 NUMBERS. 


Each issue will contain one of Mr. Moody’s Ser- 
mons and a Complete Summary of American News 
over the entire country. Articles written by the 
best Association men in the country, on the follow- 
ing topics: Bible Readings, how to prepare and give 
them; Gospel Meetings, and how to conduct them ; 
Song Services, Cottage Prayer-Meetings, Bible Classes, 
Open Air Meetin *. Praise Meetings, Promise Meetings, 

ext Meetings, ecration Meetings, Inquiry Meet- 
ings; Work among Railway Men, among the Ger- 
mans, among the Colored in the South, in 
Institutions of learning: Work of the International 
Committee, of the different State Committees, and 
reports of their Conventions; Articles about Gyna- 
siums, Employment Bureaus, tures, Receptions, Lyy- 
coums, Libraries, Reading Rooms and contents; Arti- 
cles showing how to organize Associations. and 
develop the young men of this country in active 
Christian oll yy How to increase the qostudaecs and 
efficiency of Associations; Articles showing their 
mistakes and how rectified. We wish to make it 
such a Paper that no Christian worker can afford to 
be without, 

N. B.—We will pay liberal Cash Commissions to 
all Canvassers getting up Clubs. Write for particu- 
lars. There are many persons out of employment, 
who can easily make money in soliciting for Tur 
Watcuman. Sample copies sent free to any address. 

In sending money, remit by Post Office Order, 
Registered Letter, or Express 

W. W. VANARSDALE, 
No. 150 Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 


At 36 Bromfield St., Boston, will be found 


HUTE'S 
UNDAY 
CHOOL . 
UPPLY 
TORE 


And depot for Evangelical Literature. 
I have now on hand a stock of that valuable little 


THE WAY AND THE WORD. 


Before leaving Chicago, Mr. Moody promised a 
new book to each of the young converts and inquir- 
ers who would send in their names at the great Taber- 
nacle meetings 

The book has been issued under the title of Tue 
Way anp tue Worp, and is a neat little volume, con- 
taining a treatise on Mr. Moody’s favorite topic, Re- 
generation; also his thoughts on Bible study; the 
re prefaced with a personal introduction by Mr. 

oody. 

Ten thousand copies were ordered for distribution 
to Se yeens converts and inguirers; the names 
received amounting to nearly that number. 

64 pages. Price, 25 cts.; cloth, 40 cts. 


























The question is often asked, “ Which among tlie 
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Is the best for actual use by Sunday-school Teach- 
ers?” 

The piesing letter from the REV. H. M. PAR- 
SONS, President of the Boston Sunday Schoo! Union, 
may lead to adecision. Having been a teacher of 
several large Bible Classes for many years, perhaps 
no man is better qualified to give a practical com- 
mon-sense opinion on the eublost: 


Mr. Exsen Suvure. 
Dear Sir:—The Bible which I obtained from you 


! 


COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded | 


by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 


THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES, 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 


the WHOLE WORLD. 


“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 


of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. 


This Soap was the only 


PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 


it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any of our readers, who will write for mercial life of the eople, and they may in- 


at once. 





CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Coreate & Co.’s CasHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
TorLet Powner will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 


it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. eend 





lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKERS 


Before ordering papers for the summer season would do well to send for specimen copies of | great Jewish War, no fewer than two hun- 


OUR MORNING GUIDE, 


EDITED BY ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D. 
Weekly Edition, $1.00 per year. In clubs of 10 or more to one address, 50 cents. 


Semi-Monthly Edition, 50 cents per year. 


address, 26 cents. 


In clubs of 10 or more to one 


Address, James Robison, Publisher, Pittsburgh, Pa. 








INSURANCE, 


1825. wsr7. 
THE PENNSYLVANIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


434 WALNUT STREET. 
| CASH CAPITAL, . - : $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 
NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 


Boston, March 19, 1877. 


I consider as standing at the head of all the Bibles | 
I have ever seen for practical use by Pastors, Super- | 


intendents and 8. 8S. Teachers. The binding, with 
its flexible cover, protected edges and silk sewing is 
first class, the references are very full, and the col- 
lection of tables and indices, with the concordance 
in the back of the book, are of immense value. For 
constant use it is certainly superior to the Bagster 
Bible, being both clearer type and more ready of 
reference, and this I say after having used the Bags- 
ter for several years, I recommend it to all Bible 
Students as the book for them, 
H. M. PARSONS. 


The price of the above-mentioned Bible in choicest 
binding is $11. In ether styles of binding, same size 
type, it can be had for $8, $6, or $. Smaller sizes at 
less price, 


DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS WILL BE SENT WHEN | 


REQUESTED. 
Eben Shute, 
36 Bromfield St., Boston. 





Extra Fine Mixed Cards, with name, 10 cents, 
95 post-paid, L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 


Vice-President. 
THOMAS KENNEDY, 
JAMES HUNTER, 


President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
J.E. KINGSLEY, 


H, W. PITKIN, HENRY HAINES, 

J. 8S. HELFENSTEIN, WM. M. SINCLAIR, 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
B. B. TI : 


"HOMAS, DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
F. W. KENNEDY, 4 
W. C. HAMILTON, 
J.-S. ELWELL, 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


[F YOUR WASTE PIPES 
ay ARE‘STOPPED, 


Instead 
Plumber, 
Use one of our 
RUBBER 
ELASTIC FORCE CUPS. 


price. 
50 Cents. 
D. HODGMAN & 00, 
Sole Manufacturers, 
27 Maiden Lane, 
NEW YORK. 
Send for description. 





D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 


MADAME FOY'S 


Increases in Popularity every year 


And tor Health, Comfort, and Style, 
is acknowledged the Best Article 
of the kind ever made. For sale 


) 
Mi 


ers. Beware of imitations and in- 
fringements. Manufactured solely 
by FOY & HARMON, New Haven, 
Conn. 


GREAT REDUCT.ON, 


25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUNT MANTELS 











WILSON & MILLER, 


1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1213 Spring Garden St., Phila. 





SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE. 
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IMPERIAL GRANUM. 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 





of sending for a 


Sent by mail on receipt of 


Has justly acquired the reputation of being 


THE SALVATOR FoR INVALIDS AND THE 





“AGED. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT 


| 
| 
| 
. —- me anas a 
FOR THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 

| or INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 








NuTRITIVE IN CONTINUED FEVERS, 





AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
| ALL 





PISRASES OF TH" STOMACH ANI 





INTESTINES. 
SOLD BY DRUGGISTS 
In the principal cities of the United States. 


| 
| JOHN CARLE & SONS. 


153 Water Street, New York. 


by all leading jobbers and retail- | 


WORTH REPEATING. 


PALESTINE, THE JEWISH PEO. 
PLE, AND THE EASTERN 
| QUESTION. 


[The Rev. Dr. Edersheim in Israel’s Watchman 
for April.) 





The land of Palestine not only preparing, 
but ready for the return of the Jews, and 
that return not in the future, but actually 
commenced—-these are statements sufficiently 
strange to attract the attention of even un- 
believers in the Bible! What evidence is 
| there o1 the fact, that the “set time” for the 

recovery of Palestine has really come? We 
| shall endeavor carefully and firmly to build 

up the foundation upon which our conclu- 
| sion here rests, 


The first point clearly to be ascertained 
is this : Is Palestine suitable for, and capable 
of supporting, a nation such as the Jews? 
| Two questions come here into consideration 

—soi/ and climate. On both these we have 
no less distinguished an authority than that 
of Captain Warren, of the Royal Engineers, 
| who kr years has made the scientific explo- 
ration of Palestine his sole business. His 
| testimony in mae to the capability of its 
| soil is unmistakable. “ Palestine,” writes 
| Captain Warren, “ is about the size and 
| shape of Wales, and has now a oe 
| of about one million anda half. Give her 
| good government, and quicken the com- 


crease ten-fold, and yet there beroom. The 
| soil is so rich, the climate so varied, that 
| within ordinary limits it may be said that 
the more people it contains the more it may. 
Its productiveness will increase in propor- 
tion to the labor bestowed on the soil, until 
a population of fifteen millions might be ac- 
commodated there.” And this, mark, within 
the present boundaries of Palestine ! 


All this seems, indeed, scarcely requiring 
proof, when we bear in mind the population 
which Palestine formerly supported, and the 
enormous number of towns which covered 
its soil. According to Josephus, Galilee 
} alone numbered, at the beginning of the 





| dred and forty towns, of which the smallest 
contained no less than fifteen thousand in- 
habitants, and he was able to raise in that 
| province an army of a hundred thousand 
| men against the Romans. Now, bating all 
| possible exaggerations in the account of 
| rier em we have the fact remaining, patent 
; to all observers, that “the acres of ruins now 
| lying huddled together within a few square 
miles, and constantly met with all over the 
country, are silent testimony that this is no 
ordinary land, and that its productive capa- 
bilities are enormous.” 


Nor is it difficult to understand the causes 
of the contrast between the past and the 
present, or by what easy means a change 
may be brought about. Ag in we preter 
letting Captain Warren speak, as one whose 
judgment in the matter must be universally 
admitted to be unimpeachable. Adopting 
the usual division of Palestine into hill coun- 
try, the shephelah or wolds, the maritime 
and Jordan plains, and the table-lands of 
Arabia, we find that in the hill-country the 
traces of the old system of terracing, by 
which the soil is made so productive, are 
still visible. To restore them would be a 
matter of no difficulty. 


But this is not all. One of the most ob- 
vious consequences of restoring the terraces 
and planting them with trees will be that 
the rain will percolate into the soil, not only 
without damaging the crops in the valleys 
beneath, but that it “ will shortly reissue in 
perennial springs, so refreshing in a thirsty 
land. The trees having moisture in the 
soil at their roots, spread out their leaves in 
rich groves over the land. The sun’s rays 
now do not fall on the ground, but on the 
green leaves and fruit by which they are in- 
tercepted and absorbed, giving no glare or 
reflection. The heat of the sun causes a 
moisture to rise from the trees and soil be- 








¢ | neath them, which, on reaching the higher 


| and cooler winds, is condensed into visible 
| vapor constantly forming. . . . The climate 
| is thus changed. Where were hot. glaring 

sun, dry wind, dry earth, stony land, absence 
| of vegetable products; are now to be found 
| fleecy clouds floating through the balmy air, 
| the heat of the sun tempered by visible and 
| mvisible vapors, groves with moist soil, 
| trickling streamlets issuing from the rocks, 
| villages springing up apace, Palestine re- 
| generated.” All this Captain Warren as- 
sures us, he has actually observed where the 
experiment had been tried. 


Nor is it more arduous to ype a 
change in the shephelah, along the plains, 
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or in the Jordan Valley. Springs of water, 
long silent, coming down from the hillsides, 
and used for the purposes of irrigation or to 
fill up the wells, and especially also the 
planting of abundance of trees, would com- 

letely effect this purpose. “‘ Hitherto there 

as been but one season, and then a long 
interval of desolation, from July to Novem- 
ber, when the heaven is of brass and the 
earth iron. 
brought down on the surface from the hills, 
together with the vast groves of trees to be 
planted, causes a change. The latter rains 
of June will be found to fall, giving, a second 
season, a never-ending succession of crops.” 

Another danger which now threatens to 
overwhelm the fairest portions of the sea- 
coast plains—that of the advance of rolling 
sand-hills, which engulf and bury every- 
thing—can be easily averted “by the plant- 
ing of conifere along the sea-coast, as has 
been done already at Beyrout.” “If we 
examine the Jordan Valley, we find even 
greater changes can be effected: it can be 
made far more fertile than it ever was.” 
Indeed, it “may be made one vast garden, 
not merely by rebuilding the great aque- 
ducts, remains of which still exist, and by 
means of which the great cities were watered, 
but by means of the Jordan River itself. The 
Jordan, out of Tiberias, falls ten feet to the 
mile or six hundred feet in sixty miles. . . . 
The waters of the Jordan might be brought 
out of Tiberias in aqueducts falling one foot 
to the mile, and thus be brought over the 
great plain of Basan and of Jericho, and be 
made to irrigate all the land which the 
streams have not touched.” 

We have been thus detailed in our evi- 
dence, so as not to leave any room for 
doubting that, in the language of Captain 
Warren, “the dear old Promised Land is 
even yet a Land of Promise, and that the 
only requisites to insure its becoming again 
a land Seeing with milk and honey are a 
good government, an industrious people, and 
the blessing of God.” What the political 
importance of Palestine would be, if pos- 
sessed by an independent and civilized na- 
tion under a well-organized government, a 
glance at the map, and the consideration of 
the relations in Asia between England, 
Russia, Turkey, and Persia, must convince 
the reader. In fact, the virtual possession 
of Palestine or paramount influence over its 
government, would almost decide the empire 
of Asia. Nor of Asia only; for, putting aside 
as visionary the projected papal railway from 
Jaffa to Jerusalem, and the construction of 
a harbor in the former place, one of the 
schemes most likely to be soon carried out is 


that of the railway from Port Said to Jaffa, to | 
which Sir Moses Montefiore repeatedly refers | 


in his account of his last visit to Palestine. 
That Russia at least has, with her usual 
far-sighted sagacity, understood the political 
importance of Palestine. appears from the 
fact, to which Captain Warren calls atten- 
tion, that even now, before the country is ina 
condition to serve political purposes, Russia 
“has already built two large fortresses in the 
heart of Turkish territory—one overlooking 


Jerusalem (on the site selected by Titus for | 


his camp when he besieged the city), garri- 
soned by some hundreds, sometimes by 


thousands, of so-called pilgrims, who at | 
Easter-time almost occupy Palestine, and | 


who are numerous enough to take the Holy 
City, were it not that at this time Turkey 
causes a pilgrimage of Moslems there in 
order to counterbalance the Russians.” 


To this it may, of course, be objected that | 


the purpose of the Russians is religious, not 
political. But, surely, if recent events have 
taught us any lesson, it isthis: that in Rus- 


sia, religious fanaticism and political aims | 
are always joined together,—not, we believe, | 
pretendedly, to cover political aims, but | 


really, and from a sort of inward necessity, 
the reasons of which it would take too long 
to explain. And this combination of the 
religious with the political element in Rus- 
sia constitutes, in our view, another of those 
characteristic signs which Holy Scripture 
connects with the contest of the “ fatter 
days.” 

Kut to return. Not only the student of 
history, but the ordinary reader of Scripture, 
knows the extraordinary prosperity which 
Palestine enjoyed ere the judgments of God 
laid it desolate and swept it empty. But 
even now the conditions of prosperity in 
that land are extraordinary. We are glad 
here to follow the guidance of so careful an 
observer as the Rev. James Neil. From the 
statistics which he furnishes it a pears, in 
the first place, that the labor market is very 
cheap, the weekly wages for a man being 
5s. to 6s., for a woman 3s., for a boy or a 
girl 2s. Next, that the agricultural imple- 
ments required for that soil are of the light- 
est and cheapest kind, so that a man cen 
carry back his plow on his shoulders ; then, 


that the land needs no artificial dressing or 


The presence of water | 


manuring; that the original cost of horses, 
cattle, mules, asses, and sheep, is very low, 
and their keep so cheap that four horses 
may be kept on a farm at an annual expense 
of from £30 to £40; and, lastly, that the 


that his crops may be injured by rain in 
harvest-time, nor yet take care to stack his 
produce, or watch his time for threshing and 
winnowing his corn, so sure and favorable is 
the climate. 


Some of these favorable conditions to the 





| undergo modification with the increase of 
the population and the demand for the ex- 
port of produce; but others must grow with 
a settled state of things in Palestine, and 
will more than counterbalance a greater 
outlay of capital. Among them we reckon 
the fact that even now ordinary arable land 
yields in some districts no less than a hun- 
dred fold return, even as in the days of Isaac 
(Gen. 26: 12), while — land will bear 
four crops a year, and 

almost incredible productiveness of fruit- 
trees of every kind. Of course, if the land 


stable and civalized government,—such is the 
excellency of its soil and the variety of its 
climate, from the shady heights of Lebanon 
to the tropical heat of the Jordan Valley, 
that almost every product of every zone and 
country might be reared in it to perfection. 
A land so conditioned, so situated, and so 
surrounded, must of necessity possess the 
greatest political importance in the inevi- 
table struggle of the future connected with 
“the Eastern Question.” 

Facts like these, and the thoughts spring- 
ing from them, will only quicken our long- 
ing for the promised time, when the land 
shall again be Beulah. That this period has 
actually arrived, or at least commenced ; 
that Palestine is not only preparing, but 
ready, for the return of the Jews; and that 
their return to their own land may be said 
to have really begun, are statements of too 
great importance to be merely asserted or 
eursorily dismissed. Beyond them is the 
still more important fact of the connection 
between the repeopling of Palestine by the 
Jews and the development of “the Eastern 
Question,” as it now begins to appear on the 
horizon, and as it is destined to grow and 
increase, until, alike in its political and its 
religious bearing it shall absorb every other 
question, and engage all the nations of the 
world. 








PUBLICATIONS. 


MARK TWAIN'S 
A volume every ed- 
itor, or literary person, 
should possess. — New 
York Independent. 











The most ingenious, 
neat, and handy Scrap- 
Book of the age.—CAris- 
tian Union. 


PATENT PREPARED PAGE 
SCRAP-BOOK. 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 
| A neat affair, and it now becomes as eas 
| away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—. 
| Gazette. 
| It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of neat- 
ness and convenience.—Harper’s Weekly. 

Prices from $1.25 to $3.50 each, including postage. 
For sale by all Booksellers and Stationers, or copies 


sia on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 
ist. 





to file 
tumore 


SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Biank Book MANUFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street. New York. 


THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers Bibles 


May be had at the following 


PRICES. 
Peart 24m0 Eprrion, 54¢x4 in. 
French Morocco, stiff covers_.._._.__-___--.____$1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_._._._. 1.80 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__..-....-..... 2.25 
Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers._..... 2.75 
Levant Morocco, Divinity cireuit, kid lined___. 5.00 


Postage nine cents extra. 
Nowparert l6mo Epirt1on, 644 x4 in. 


French Morocco, stiff covers__.._..---_------._ $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers__....._....-.. 3.00 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers___._._ 3.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity cireuit, kid lined_... 6.30 


Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minton 8vo Eprrion, 734x544 in. 


Persian Morocco, flexible covers.-.-------.-~- $4.60 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers__.._... { 5.50 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined... 8.00 


Postage eighteen cents extra. 


For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see | 


Sunday School ‘Times of Mareh 17, or send for circu- 


“sr \0 THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


farmer need never be under apprehension | 


agriculturist may, indeed, be expected to ! 


again that of the | 


were properly cultivated,—in other words, if | 
it were possessed by its own people under a | 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 





BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks etc. Fully Warranted, 
Tlustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vaypvzen & fur, 102 K. 2d St., Cincinnatt. 








| MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
| Special! attention given to CHURCH BELLS, 
&® illustrated Catalogues sent free. 


gee 
CHURCH FURNITURE, 


~~ 69 Carmine Street, New York. _ 
Pulpits, Comm union Tables, &c., 
always in stock. 8.8. Banners, silk 
and gold, $5.00 each. 


Tilus. Catalogues, | Furnrrure, lc. 
Banners, Texts & Decorations, 10c. _ 








| AGENTS WANTED. 











TEAS —The choicest in the world—Importers 
4£400- prices—Largest Company in America— 
staplearticle—pleases evervbody—Trade cuntinvally 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—bust in- 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular t« 

ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O, Box, 1287. 


NEW DEPARTURE. vente 
ATORANT & 


men wanted. AS ae a Lal 
Salary Hotel nses paid. 
5) ECO. manufacturers of ENVELOPES 


aad PAPER, 2, 4,6, and$ Home St., CINCINNATI, OnI10, 


REE iis 


EASILY AVERAGE 
$70 PER WEFK. 


Address W. P. Ray ¢: Chicago. 








MISCELLANEOUS, 


BARLOWS | 2 PAWILY weer 
INDIGO-BLUE | oss Soren Seton Se Pah Pe 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c.. furnished at the Shortest 


Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 








BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
® carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alkaline strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rozinson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


| -Maize Flour Toilet Soap — 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


A great discovery!—a new soap compound! It 
soothes, softens, and whitens the skin, has wonder- 
ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 
equally suited for the bath, nursery, and general 
toilet. It is delightfully perfumed, and sold every- 
where at a moderate price. Registered in Patent 
Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. 

McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO., Philadelphia. 











ROGERS’ in Powder. 


Dry. 
Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the past twenty-five years it has given 
universal! satisfaction as a pleasant aperient. It is the 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stomach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity, 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood and 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all druggists. 
Prepared by A. ROGERS & SONS, New York City. 














FLOWERS. 
| al 
WHITE WATER-LILY 
Nymphia Odorata. 
I will send roots bearing these beautiful and fra 
' grant flowers to any address, post paid. with instruc- 
tions to grow them. for 25 cents each, or $2.50 a 


dozen. They can be grown in ponds or tubs. Address 
B. K. Langworthy, Rockville, Washington Co., R. L. 


THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 
BEAU ‘UL EVER-BLOOMING 


Tir 


ROSES 


Strong Pot Plants, suitable for immediate flow- 
ering, sent safely by mail, postpaid. 5 splendid 
| varieties, your choice,all labeled, for $13 12 for $25 
| 19 for $33 26 for $45 35 for $5. For 10 cents each 

additional, one M ificent Premium Rose 
woverzeular’s foc ordered. Send forour NEW 
| GUIDE TO ROSE CU LTURE, and choose 
| from over 300 finest sorts. We make Rosesa Great 





Specialty, ami are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
ica. Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 
and Canada, THE DINGEFE & CONARD CO. 
Ross-Ghowsas, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa," 


PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « « $2.15 each. 
* 15 te 29 - "-. « 1.90 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 * 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


—— 


Suoseriptions will be received for any portion ot 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a elub, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
elude both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 
elub subseription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tuer Tours to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tur Sunpay Scuoon Tres, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue Times. 


——1 )—- —— 
THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, = = §$ 60 
100 * ome year, = «= «= 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


——o—__. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





, 10u Copies, three months, - « 6.25 
100 * one year, = = «= 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at rates. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

——9 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - . . 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 30 cts. 
| Reading Matter: perline (leaded), - - 50cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “ g “ 
1b “ “13 “ 
20 “ “ 96 “ 
25 “ “ 59 “ 


a&@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Putrapezruta. 

















THE MOST MARKED IMPROVEMENT yet | 
made in Lesson Helps for Sunday-school Teachers | 


and Superintendents will be found in the 


JUNE 


Number of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 


TEACHER, A copy sent free on application to 
Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


H.W.JOHNS? PATENT, 


re MATE RIALS. J 
Paints, Roofing, Stcan Pipe and Boiler Coverings, 
Steam Packing, Sheathings, Fire, Acid, and Wat: 


proof Coatings, Cements, efe. Send for Samples, Illus 
trated Catalogues, Price-Lists, &c. 


H. W. JOHNS’ MFG. CO., 


87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Set 
tees, Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Houses, Window Gardens 









Rustic Designs of all de 

scriptions manufactured 

and for sale. 

Florist’s Supplies 
IN GENERAL. 


ameter. 
$1.50, $2.00, $2.50, sent by 
express to any part of 
the U. S., on receipt of 
price, 

¥ trated Catalogue, 


Rastis Mf. Co. 


29 FULTON ST., 
New York Crry 


Peco sad 


THIS SET COMPLETE 
In Solid Black Walnut, Ash, or 
Chestnut. 

Elegant Polished Panels. 
Upholstered in Terry, 865, 
Plush, $75. 

25 Patterns of Church Sets in Stock, $45 to $8C0 
Medal awarded by the U. 8. Centennial Com- 
mission at Philadelphia. 


Photographs and Price Lists sent on application. 


Paine'’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
Boston, Mass. 


ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 


F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 


AND BREAKFAST BACON, 
264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 


NONE GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in theeut. , 








AR MAPS, largest variety, published by E. Sret- 
GER, 22 and 24 Frankfort St., New York. Send 

for list. Very favorable terms for canvassers.- 

Largest foreign book and periodical concern in 


America, Information and catalogues promptly 
sent. 


“Donavan’s Original Tennesseans” Slave Cabin 
Singers are vouched for by Rev. Dr, Vincent, Liberal 
terms are offered to Churches and Societies Will be 
in Lehigh and Cumberland Valley, Pa, during Apri! 
and May. Rev Rob't Vigeon will be two weeks in 
advance to arrange for Concerts, ying 


Portable Flower Stands, | 


This Hanging Basket | 
in five sizes, 8, 91%. 111s, | 
13 and 15 inches in di- | 
Price, T5ec., #1, | 


Send stamp for Ilus- 


OWEN EVANS? Cheap Store 


_THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[May 19, 1877. 





PM = 
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J ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.— Pack View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schools, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY 


For the North West, 46 Madison Street, Chicago, Il. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPERS, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS, _. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL HELPS 


Of all kinds, always on hand, Send for samples of our Periodicals and Catalogués. Address all orders to 
FAIRBANKS & CO,, 8, 8, Publishers and Booksellers, 


HENDERSON’S 


Sunday School Library Record 


OFFERS THE FOLLOWING ADVANTAGES: 

1. The returned books can be received and checked off and the books drawn be charged and dis- 
| tributed, purtNeé THE Opening AND CLostne EXercis&s oF THE Scuoot : thus giving the Librarian and his Assist- 
| ant time to attend the Bible Class if they desire. 

2. It is simple. Nothing is required besides the Record, except the usual “ Library Cards,” and that 
| 
' 
| 








the books be numbered and placed in their numerical order upon ordinary shelves, 

3. It is complete. The Librarian can tell at once what books are out, when taken, and who has them. 

4. It requires no special knowledge. If the Librarian is absent, any one can take his place. 

5. Itis Cheap. The Record provides for a Library of 750 volumes, and costs but $1.25. For a small 
Library, say one half that number, the Record can be used for two years by simply renumbering the 
books. Sent post-paid on receipt of price, $1.25. Published by 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 46 Madison Street, Chicago, Il. 


PICTORIAL PRIMARY LESSON LEAF, 
Edited by MRS. W. F. CRAFTS (Sara J. Timanus). 
On the International Lessons, containing on beautiful tinted paper, “The Lesson Story” in Scripture 
| language, the “Golden Text,” a * Lesson Hymn,” “A Letter to Mamma,” and four or five pictures of things 
mentioned in the lessons, arranged in a new and striking plan. 

These Lesson Leaves, having the weekly lessons, are printed monthly. The price of 100 copies per 
| month for one year is $9.00; for a less quantity, one cent each—thus, 20 copies for one year will cost $2.40 
| postpaid, HANK copy will be sent free on application by postal card or letter. 

IR 


FA ANKS & CO., Publishers, 46 Madison St., Chicago, Il. 


** Behold! (Luke ii. 10,) 

I bring you Glad Tidings 00 DY | N BOSTO N 
of Great Joy which shall 

be Te All People.” 


TO ALL PEOPLE comprises GLAD TIDINGS, comprises 
his New Sermons and Bible Read- | his Sermons in New York, from 





& 


GREAT JOY comprises his 
Sermons in Chicago, from the 











ings in Boston from The Globever-| the N. Y. Tribune verbatim Re- | Chicago Inter-Ocean verbatim Re- 
batim Reports, 528 pages, $2, Pa-| ports, 504 pages. $2. Paper Edi-| ports, 544 pages, $2. Paper Edi- | 
per Edition, $1. tion, $1. tion, $1 





The three volumes are entirely different in matter, yet uniform in style and price. They include Prayer- 
Merrine Tacks, Temperance Appresses, with Portraits and Lives of Moopy, Sankey, and Briss. These 
are published by exclusive arrangements with the Globe, Tribune, and Inter-Ocean, and are the only 

, complete and authorized publications. Sent post-paid on receipt of price. Agents wanted. 
+. r 
E B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 





‘THE BEST S.S. Papers in the FIELD 


Taken by Live Schools of All Denominations. Christian Always—Sectarian Never. 
The Little Sower™:*\:*.:""~")| The Golden Lesson‘ i0%;."S5: 


zine for Sun- 
dest Sunday-School paper. in the world, Faultless| day-school Teachers, devoted to Sunday-school les- 
typography, freshness and originality, and beautiful | sons and Sunday-school work. By C. P. Jacobs 
illustrations. Weekly, in clubs of ten copies, 60 cts. | Fresh, full and vigorous. The best of its class. $1.00 
per year. Monthly Magazine, $1.00 per year. per year. One month on trial FREE. Send for it. 


The Little Chief get en The Good Seed As a pupil’s Lesson 


Leaf is soconvenient 
pictures—is the largest and finest paper published for | in form, and so perfect in make-up, that it is recog- 
the little ones of the Infant Class. nized as the Model Lesson Paper. 

Weekly, in clubs of ten, only 50 cents per year. 100 copies one month, $1.00; one year, $9.00. 


You are invited to Send for Specimens. Compare them with others, then SELECT THE BEST. 
ADDRESS SHIVEL & SMITH, Indianapolis, Ind. 








9 cTs DOZ., PEARL SHIRT BUTTONS. 

& Darning Cotton, 5c. ball; Skirt Braid, 5e. pe, 
Ladies’ Colored Summer Gloves, 3 to 12)40. 
Ladies’ Fine Lisle Thread Gloves, 25 to 50c. 
Torchon Lace and Hamburg Edging, 5, 12%< to 50c. 
Fine White Wool Flannel, 12 . 3744 to 50e. 

120 dozen Pure Linen Huckaback Towels, 5c. 

250 pairs slightly spotted regular made Hose, 25c. 
800 pairs French Ribbed Children’s Hose, 15 to 25e. 
200 pairs Pink, Blue and Brown Hose, 12)¢ to lic. 


Unitepo States Corset Co. 
Of New York. 

HE STANDARD CORSET of AMERICA 
for Grace and Beauty of Form, and Perfect 
Elasticity and Comfort to the wearer. If your 
dealer does not keep them, send us with waist 
measure, 50 cenis fora Charme 65 cents for 
Beauty—15 cents for A A—$1 for Fifth 
Avente—or 50 cents for Children’s 
Woven Waist, and we will send them 
pest paid, Addréss P. O. Box 4928, New York. 








128 North Eighth St, deor below Cherry. 








“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORLD.” 
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ORGANS LIKE THE ABOVE, 


9 feet by 5 feet and 15 feet high, with 10 
Registers and 235 Pipes, including 
a Sub-Bass of 27 Notes, 
In a nicely finished Walnut Case, having front pipes, 
all speaking and richly decorated, can be furnished 
by us for $750. It is one of our new Series of 
Charch Organs for village churehes, comprising 
eight sizes, costing from $400 to $1,250. 
These Organs surpass anything of equal cost in 
Power and Beauty of Tone, Elegance of 
Appearance and Perfection of Aciton. 


4&@- DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULARS FREE. 


We offer for sale the following Second Hand Organs. 
Particulars sent on application. Terms easy. 








No. 75. Two Manuals, 32 Stops_.......--.-.----- $1,500 
No. 81. One Manual, 17 Stops_-_--------------- 1,000 
No. 84. One Manual, 8 Stops 400 
No. 85 One Mi 1, 8 Stops saa 5 
No. 87. Two Manuals, 15 Stops__.....---..----.. 900 
No. 88. Three Manuals, 46 Stops._...._..------- 3,000 
No. 89. One Manual, 12 Stops__.---------------- 600 
BE. & G. G HOOK & HASTINGS, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Plymouth Church Organ, the 
powerful Centennial Organ, and of nearly a thousand 
others in every part of the country. 








BISSEL’S 
Patent Revolving, Bookcase. 


For keeping books of reference, etc., within easy 
reach of your chair. With shelves only, or with 
drawers, pigeon-holes, ete. Ready and made to 
order, $15 to $45. Send for price list. 

A. T. BISSEL & CO., 249 S. Sixth St., Phila. 














